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LEFT BOOK CLUB CHOICE FOR DECEMBER 


The December Choice of the Club (to be issued on December 12th) will be CHINA FIGHTS BACK 


by Agnes Smedley. The price of the edition for the general public is 7s. 6d. ; that for the Club, of course, 
2s. 6d. 


“ADDITIONAL” BOOK FOR JANUARY 


The ~ additional * book for January witl be DENMARK'S DAY OF DOOM by Joachim Joesten. 
{Sce review on page 1044.) The price of this book for the general public is 7s. 6d,: that of the special Club 
edition, 35. 6d. 


Please note the following particulars about the Club edition of this “additional” book : (1) 
DENMARK'S DAY OF DOOM cannot be had by members us an alternative to the January Choice, or 
any other Choice. but only (by those members who so wish) as an additional book. (2) Any member who 
wishes to buy the special Club edition of this book, additionally to the Choice for January. must fll in and 
post to us before December 2nd the buff card enclosed in this mumber of the Left News. It is essential that 
this bull card (addressed. and to be posted. to ourselves, Victor Gollancz Ltd.) should be used, and that 
application should nar be made to a bookseller. (3) Members who so apply will receive their copy of 
DENMARK'S DAY OF DOOM, together with their copy of the January Choice, on January 9th, through 
the bookseller from whom they receive the Club Choice, (4) We cannot send the Club edition of this book 
to any members who apply after December 2nd, for the book will be specially printed on that day to meet 
the eequirements of members. 


STANDING ORDERS FOR “ADDY” BOOKS 


Every month we announce (as above) an “ additional" book, which is sent 10 those members who 
desire 10 have it, but to those members only, in the same parcel as the Choice for the next month but one. 
A closing date is given, before which it is necessary for members to apply for this “ additional” book, The 
“additional * book cannot be had as an alternative to any of the Club Choices. The Club edition of the 
“additional * book is in the Club binding. and the price is very much lower than that of the ordinary 
edition for the genzral public. The “ additional “ bouks are usually sclected either from very recent or 
from forthcoming publ-cations ; and in the future they will be almost always complciely new books (as in 
the case of DENMAR, DAY OF DOOM above) which are published for the first time during the month 
for which they are the * additional “ book. 


Members may place a standing order for alf future * additional ™ books, and so save themselves the 
trouble of applying month after month ; they may, of course. countermand this standing order at any 
time, ‘There is only one * additional“ book cach month. Members who wish to place this standing order 
must_use for the purpose the bull card enclosed in this number of the Left New: that this 
buff card (addressed, and (0 be posted, to ourselves, Victor Gollancz. Lid.) should be used. and that 
‘application should nor be made to a bookseller. Members who have already placed a standing order by 
means of a previous postcard are particularly asked not to cause duplication by applying a scond time, 


tis essenti 


“EDUCATIONAL” BOOK (JANUARY) 


‘We recently inaugurated a series of * educational * books—each rather Icss than half the length of an 
ordinary novel and written very simply and without assuming any previous knowledge on the part of the 
reader, The book for January in this series is AN OUTLINE OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SINCE THE 
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FRENCH REVOLUTION by Stephen Swingler. The price of the ordinary edition for the general public 
is 1s. paper, Is. 6d, cloth: that of the Club edition, 6d. (See review on page 1045.) 


This * educational ™ series docs not fab t * additic ™ series: that is 10 say. people who have 
placed a standing order for all the * educational book, but will 
receive only DENMARK'S DAY OF DOOM, which is the regular monthly ~ additional” book. Any 
member who wishes to buy the special Club edition of AN OUTLINE OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SINCE 
THE FRENCH REVOLUTION (the purchase of which, of course. is cmtirely optional) must fill in and 
post to us before December 2nd the bull card enclosed in this number of the Left News. Mis essential that 
this buff card (addressed, and to be posted, 10 ourselves. Victor Gollancz, Ltd.) should be used, and that 
application should zor be made to a bookseller. Members who so apply will receive their copy of this 
“ educational " book. together with their copy of the January Choice, on January 9th, through the book- 
selter from whom they receive the Club Choice. 


Members may, however, place a standing order for the whole “ educational” series. which be 
issued at the rate of one a manth, and always at the price of 6¢. The appropriate line to Gill in will be found 
‘on the bull card. 


In view of the very marginal price of the series, a special appeal is made, to those members who can 
afford it, 10 place such a standing order. Members who place such a standing order will not receive the 
back issues in the series unless they specially ask for them, but only the forthcoming issues. 


Members may order any number of copies of cach * educational ” book, or place a standing order 
for any number of sets. 


For the convenience of members who wish to place a standing order it may be mentioned that early 
issues will include (in addition to AN OUTLINE OF POLITICAL THOUGHT SINCE THE FRENCH 
REVOLUTION by Stephen Swingler. announced above). THE PEOPLE’S SCHOOLS by Max Morris, 
ctc,, etc. Volumes already issued are: MONEY by Emile Burns, THE JEWISH QUESTION by George 
Sacks, AN INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMIC BOTANY by James Gillespic, A SHORT HISTORY OF 
THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION—PARTS f and Wf by R. Page Amol, AN INTRODUCTION TO 
PHILOSOPHY by John Lewis, AN INTERPRETATION OF BIOLOGY by Henry Collier, THE CIVILIS- 
ATION OF GREECE AND ROME by Prof. Benjamin Farrington, TRADE UNIONISM by John A. Mahon, 
CIVIL LIBERTIES by W. H. Thompson, JVH ¥ THE LEAGUE HAS FAILED by * Vigilantes,” SCIENCE 
AND LIFE by J, G. Crowther, ITALIAN FASCISM by Gaetano Salvemini. WHY CAPITALISM MEANS 
WAR by H_N, Brailsford, A SHORT HISTORY OF THE UNEMPLOYED by Wal Hannington, THE 
EVOLUTION OF MAN AND HIS CULTURE by H. C. Bibby, UNDERSTANDING THE ATOM by 
John Rowland, and THE GEOGRAPHY OF CAPITALISM by W. G. Moore. 


LAWRENCE & WISHART PUBLICATIONS 


By arrangement with Messrs. Lawrence & Wishart, there is now a Left Book Club edition of ecery 
Lawrence & Wishart book—already published or to be published—at Iwo-thirds of the ordinary price. 
Members are reminded thar Lawrence & Wishart publish many of the works of Marx and Engels, and have 
practically a monopoly of the works of Lenin. A note of important new Lawrence & Wishart books will 
‘be found on page 1067. Members who wish to obtain, now or at any time, any book published by Lawrence 
& Wishart as the special Left Book Club price. should write, nor fo us. but to Lawrence & Wishart (2 Parton 


Street, W.C.1), who will scnd them a copy of their special Left Book Club catalogue, and tell them how to 
obnain the books at the special price. 
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EDITORIAL: 


THOUGHTS AFTER MUNICH 
by Victor Gollancz 


J] WISH to make it clear at the outset that 

Tam expressing in this editorial only what 

1 personally feel: Harold Laski and John 
Strachey are both in America, and | have 
therefore had no opportunity of consulting 
them. 1 do not know. therefore, whether 
they would be in full agreement with what 
Tam about to say. 


The events leading up to Munich, Munich 
itself, and most of all the situation in which 
we find ourselves as a result of Munich, have 
inevitably led to a searching re-examination 
of policies, values and ideas. In compara- 
normal 


tively — however comparatively --- 
limes one inevitably cor 
only the necessary appli 
principles, which one has already firmly 
accepted: but those three days, September 
28th. the 29th and the 3Oth—the day on 
which (with the knowledge we then had) 
world war scemed inevitable on the morrow 
to most of us, the day on which we were 
awaiting a statement [rom Munich, and the 
day on which we knew that Fascism at one 
blow had been immensely strengthened— 
Produced, at any rate in me, something of 
what I imagine happens to a man on his 
death bed: the most ruthtess self-criticism, 
and a determination to achieve an honesty 
as great as is humanly possible. As a result, 
there has been a strengthening of beliefs 
already held, but some shifting of emphasis. 
. © = 8 6 

The examination must first touch the Left 
Book Club itself. The Club was founded two 
and a half years ago with a simple aim: 
“to help in the terribly urgent struggle for 
peace and a better social and economic 
order, and against Fascism, by giving, to all 


14 Henrietta Street, 
Covent Garden, London, W.C. 
20th October, 1938. 


who are willing to play their part in that 
struggle, such knowledge as will immenscly 
increase their efficiency.” In other words the 
Left Book Club set out as an educational 
body—an implied result of such education 
being to convert thoughtless and apathetic 
men and women into cager, active and sell- 
directing citizens. This weapon of education 
was to be used for the purpose of reaching 
two positive goals—the preservation of peace, 
and the creation of a juster social order: and 
one negative onc—defence against Fascism. 
I put it in that way, but it is clear that the 
three goals are really one. 
= 0 @# « « 


T have lost no opportunity of emphasising 
that the Left Book Club is not and cannot be 
a political party: and from time to time 
I have also reminded members and groups 
that its purpose is by no means direct 
political action. But in practice, while it has 
been casy to prevent even the first step 
towards the conversion of the Left Book 
Club into a political party. it has been found 
neither possible nor desirable to rule out 
political action altogether. The verve, the 
freshness, the enthusiasm which have been 
the marks of the Club. have inevitably meant 
that almost every group, al some time or 
another, has said “It's all very well to read 
the books and to discuss them: but for 
heaven's sake let's be up and doing.” It was, 
of course, precisely to produce such a result 
in people that the educational work of the 
Club was undertaken: but our desire always 
was that the action, when members felt ready 
for it, should be undertaken by them as 
members. and energising members, of the 
Liberal, Labour, Cominunist or other parties 
to which they already belonged, or which 


1032 


THE LEFT NEWS FOR NOVEMBER, 1938 


they might join as a result of the political 
consciousness that the Club had given them. 
Nevertheless this has not always been 
possible: to take onc exampie, many groups 
have tried at urgent crises—the resignation 
of Eden, Spain, Austria, Czechoslovakia—to 
get action taken by the other bodies to which 
they belong—and having failed in this 
aulempt, have themselves undertaken such 
action. 

There is no harm in that: indeed, not only 
is there no harm, there is value and advan- 
lage : but the danger had always to be reckoned 
with thal such activity might grow to a point 
at which the whole meaning of the Club 
would be lost. I believe that there is a real 
danger of that point being eventually reached, 
unless we retrace our steps. 


Let me give three examples of what 1 mean 
—all of them occurrences of the last few days. 

The Ficld Organiser in one part of the 
United Kingdom made the following report 
lo me yesterday: a group in his area had 
consisted, almost to a hundred per cent., of 
extreme “Left wingers” (this in itself is bad— 
the groups are failing unless they bring 
together men and women of all progressive 
points of view). Two new members, both of 
(hem Liberals, came along to a group 
meeting expecting a discussion on the book 
or some political topic, in order that they 
might put their point of view and hear that of 
those more to the Left than themselves. 
They were told “Oh, no, there is going to be 
no discussion: we are going out to-night to 
chalk slogans in the streets: here is a picce 
of chalk for you.” There could not con- 
ceivably be a greater misunderstanding of the 
whole purpose of the Left Book Club. It was 
right that these men and women, as members 
of the Labour or Comununist Party, should do 
their chalking: but as members of the Left 
Book Club it was their job to learn and teach. 

The organiser told me that it went further 
than that: the members of this particular 
group said quite frankly that not only did 
they never dream of discussing the books, 
they never dreamed of rcading them. And 
although that is an extreme case. the organiser 


{clls me that this tendency is to be found over 
a large part of his area. 

The sccond example is this, I spoke a few 
days ago at a crowded mecting—which was 
specifically a Left Book Club rally—in the 
North of England. The first half of my 
speech was political—an analysis of Mui 
and of the danger of Fascism: the third 
quarter was devoted to the Club and its 
function: and in the last quarter I tentatively 
put forward what J felt to be some con- 
structive proposals in the present world 
situation—in particular, the possibility of the 
internationalisation of colonial areas. In the 
quarter of my speech which was devoted to 
the Club I emphasised the paramount 
necessity at such a time as this, on the part 
of men and women as Left Book Club 
members (I again italicise that), to think and 
Not mercly to shout slogans. 

Two days Sater I had a letter from the 
convener of one of the groups up there—a 
letter ia which there was more grief than 
anger. He told me that he was terribly 
disappointed with my speech: that at a time 
like this to speak about thought “wasn’t 
good enough”: that they were looking to me 
for leadership: that perhaps I was tired as 
well as disappointed (disappointment seemed 
to me rather a mild word about the world 
Position at the present time!): that thought 
without action was sterile: and that, among 
other things, the Left Book Club ought to set 
up a wireless station for broadcasting to the 
German people. 

1 have the greatest respect for that con- 
vener : bul a greater confusion of ideas and a 
greater misunderstanding of what the Left 
Book Club means J have never come across. 
To say that thought “isn’t good enough” 
because the crisis is the gravest that the world 
has ever known, is to suggest that thought 
is “all very well” as an amusing and frivolous 
occupation in normal times, but that, when 
things are really bad, it must be jostled out of 
the way by something more important. It 
cannot be said too strongly that the very 
opposite is the case. Thought is the most 
revolutionary thing in the world, and the 
more desperate the situation, the greater 
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they might join as a result of the political 
consciousness that the Club had given them. 
Nevertheless this has not always been 
possible: to take one cxamp!e, many groups 
have tried at urgent crises—the resignation 
of Eden, Spain, Austria, Czechoslovakia—to 
get action taken by the other bodies to which 
they belong—and having failed in this 
attempt, have themselves undertaken such 
action. 

There is no harm in that: indeed, not only 
is there no harm, there is value and advan- 
tage : but the danger had always to be reckoned 
with thal such activity might grow to a point 
at which the whole meaning of the Club 
would be lost. I believe that there is a real 
danger of that point being eventually reached, 
unless we retrace our steps. 


Let me give three examples of what I mean 
—all of them occurrences of the last few days. 

The Field Organiser in one part of the 
United Kingdom made the following report 
to me yesterday: a group in his area had 
consisted, almost to a hundred per cent., of 
extreme “Left wingers” (this in itself is bad— 
the groups are failing unless they bring 
together men and women of all progressive 
points of view). Two new members, both of 
them Liberals, came along to a group 
Mecting expecting a discussion on the book 
or some political topic, in order that they 
might put their point of view and hear that of 
those more to the Left than themselves. 
‘They were told “Oh, no, there is going to be 
No discussion: we are going oul to-night to 
chalk slogans in the streets: here is a piece 
of chalk for you.” There could not con- 
ceivably be a greater misunderstanding of the 
whole purpose of the Left Book Club. It was 
right that these men and women, as members 
of the Labour or Communist Party, should do 
their chalking: but as members of the Left 
Book Club it was their job to learn and teach. 

The organiser told me that it went further 
than that: the members of this particular 
group said quite frankly that not only did 
they never dream of discussing the books, 
they never dreamed of reading them. And 
although that is an xtreme case, the organiser 


tells me that this tendency is lo be found over 
a large part of his area. 

The second example is this. I spoke a few 
days ago al a crowded meeting—which was 
specifically a Left Book Club rally—in the 
North of England. The first half of my 
speech was political—an analysis of Munich 
and of the danger of Fascism: the third 
quarter was devoted to the Club and its 
function: and in the last quarter I tentatively 
put forward what I [elt to be some con- 
structive proposals in the present world 
situation—in particulat, the possibility of the 
internationalisation of colonial areas. In the 
quarter of my speech which was devoted to 
the Club I cmphasised the paramount 
necessity al such a time as this, on the part 
of men and women as Left Book Club 
members (I again italicise that), to think and 
not mercly to shout slogans. 

Two days later I had a letter from the 
convener of one of the groups up there—a 
letter ia which there was more grief than 
anger. He told me that he was terribly 
disappointed with my speech: that at a time 
like this to speak about thought “wasn't 
good enough’: that they were looking to me 
for leadership: that perhaps I was tired as 
well as disappointed (disappointment seemed 
to me rather a mild word about the world 
position at the present time!): that thought 
without action was sterile: and that, among. 
other things, the Left Book Club ought to set 
up a wireless stalion for broadcasting 10 the 
German people. 

I have the greatest respect for that con- 
vener: but a greater confusion of ideas and a 
greater misunderstanding of what the Left 
Book Club means I have never come across. 
To say that thought “isn’t good enough” 
because the crisis is the gravest that the world 
has ever known, is to suggest that thought 
is “all very well” as an amusing and frivolous 
occupation in normal times, but that, when 
things are really bad, it must be jostled out of 
the way by something more important. It 
cannot be said too strongly that the very 
opposite is the case. Thought is the most 
revolutionary thing in the world, and the 
more desperate the situation, the greater 
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becomes the necessity for it. It must, of 
course, be united with action—the action 
being part of the process of education: but 
the point is that the member of the Left Book 
Club thinks as a member of the Club and acts 
as a member of his organisation (in which, 
incidentally, he should think also). I must 
Tepeat that it is precisely because the situation 
is so grave, and because the fate of civilisation 
will undoubtedly depend on whether or not 
the right course is now taken, that the 
responsibility on members of the Left Book 
Club to reflect, to study and to examine, is so 
overwhelming. 

And what has “setting up a wireless station 

to broadcast to the German people” to do 
with the Left Book Club? It was founded to 
give knowledge to people here in Great 
Britain. 1 can imagine nothing more impor- 
tant than such a broadcasting scheme: inci- 
dentally, I sat up all night on the evening of 
September 28th preparing. with one or Wvo 
others, a memorial urging that if war came it 
should start with an acroplane Hight over 
Germany which should drop, not bombs, 
but millions of Scuflets explaining to the 
German people the real meaning of the war. 
But all such schemes, though they should be 
pressed and pressed by members of the Left 
Book Club—and by the very fact of being 
members of the Left Book Club they are 
the people to press it more eagerly than any 
others—have nothing whatever to do with the 
Left Book Club as an organised body. It is 
the process of education which has given 
them the eagerness to put forward and 
agitate for schemes of this kind. If now the 
process of education is abandoned, the very 
source of our strength is dried up. 

The third example is this. 1 had a letter 
signed by the leading members of one of our 
biggest London groups, begging that in 
future we should publish nothing but the 
“easiest” type of book. The idea behind this 
Fequest was that it was necessary for the 
Club to reach the million, and that unless aJi 
the books were of the simplest kind it could 
hot achieve this object. 

To accede to such a request as that would 
again mean to abandon completely the object 
with which the Left Book Club was founded 


—“to give such knowledge as will immensely 
increase their efficiency.” There has nevet 
been any idea, at least in my mind, that we 
should attempt to enrol the millions directly 
into the membership of the Left Book Club 
(though we have always considered the 
possibility of some form of subsidiary mem- 
bership which might achieve this purposc). 
AL our present stage of development we can 
enrol the millions only by giving the millions 
what they want lo read: and the millions 
certainly don’t want to read, for instance, 
Strachey's The Theory and Practice of Social- 
ism, or Elwyn Jones's The Battle for Peace— 
to say nothing (if I may bring up again a 
controversial point) of Brady's The Spirit and 
Structure of German Fascism, or Salvemini’s 
Under the Axe of Fascism. If the Left Book 
Club Choices were to consist exclusively of 
books palatable to the millions, it would 
mean that the Left Book Club had become a 
propagandist and agilational body rather 
than a serious educational movement. The 
whole conception of the Club is that it should 
produce a (politically) highly educated corps 
of men and women, prepared to dedicate 
themselves to the work of spreading the 
knowledge that they have acquired and of 
awakening the political consciousness of the 
indifferent and apathetic. Nothing is of more 
vital importance at the present time than that 
our munbers should grow with the utmost 
rapidity (Whe rate of enrolment at the mo- 
ment is, as a matter of fact, astonishing— 
members themselves are enrolling new mem~ 
bers as never before): I believe, as I have 
always believed, that we shall eventually 
each a quarter of a million: but I have never 
thought in terms of millions. It is the mil- 

lions that Club members must themselves 

reach—and one method by which they can 

reach them is the distribution of simple 

leaflets such as the “Crisis leaflet,” of which 

members distributed between two and three 

million copies. 
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Let me say immediately that I take my full 
share of the responsibility for those develop- 
ments in the wrong direction of which 1 now 
see a danger, and which 1 am_ tervibly 
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anxious to prevent. Passionately believing in 
certain ideas, I have allowed myself, I think 
(I mean, of course, in my capacity as director 
of the Left Book Club, not in my capacity as 
a member of the Labour Party or as a speaker 
on non-Lefi-Book-Club platforms), tobecome 
too much of a propagandist and too little of 
an educator. I would go further and say 
that my eagerness to express certain ideas has, 
in the rush of day to day work, tended to 
overlay what I hope 1 have never forgotten: 
namely, that only by the clash of ideas docsa 
mind become truly free, and that no mind not 
free can have that utter conviction which will 
render it immune to any assault of passing 
circumstance. I repeat again here that I am 
speaking solely for myself, and not for Laski 
or Strachey: but, speaking so, I think it right 
to add that in my view the publications of 
the Club have tended to concentrate to too 
great a degree (though by no means exclu- 
sively) on two or three points of view, and to 
forget that any author has a place m our 
ranks, provided only that his work is of value 
in the struggle “for peace and a better social 
and economic order, and against fascisin.” 

It must not be thought that we have not 
had great and genuine diflicullies in this 
matter. To take only one example, we have 
published very few books by Liberals: 
and certainly from time to time we have 
made strenuous efforts to increase the number 
of such contributions. But I ask myself— 
might not we have succeeded in these efforts 
if we had really been determined to overcome 
all obstacles? 

(It is by no means to be inferred that, 
because I have said alll this, I am personally 
less of a Socialist than I was. On the con- 
trary, Munich has made me, if possible, more 
of a Socialist than cver, and more determined 
to do all I can to awaken the public to its 
necessity. I cannot understand how anyone 
with the smallest powers of analysis can fail 
to see that capitalism and imperialism are the 
ultimate cause of the present disasters of the 
world. At the same time, fascism rampant 
means, as a famous writer pul it lo me the 
other day, that we have to fight the battle of 
the French Revolution all over again; and to 


fight that fight here and now is no less im- 
portant than to work for the establishment 
of Socialism.) 
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There is another consideration—and it is 
by no means the least important. There is in 
the world today a terrible spirit of lying, and 
false propaganda, and violence, and un- 
scrupulousness, and mob hysteria. These are 
above all the marks of Fascism: and Munich 
has enormously strengthened their power 
abroad and is likely also to strengthen their 
power at home. It scems to me that one of the 
paramount necessities of our time is to 
preserve what is menaced by this evil. No one 
knows better than I how partial is our 
democracy, how circumscribed is our own 
freedom. No one is more bitterly resentful 
than I that the freedom of the unemployed 
man is the freedom to rot in unemployment. 
But for al! that the spirit of our civilisation is 
something totally different, so far at least, 
from the spirit of Fascism: and I believe 
myself that, as a result of Munich, the 
importance of preserving this spirit is over- 
whelming. 

I have often quoted at Left Book Club 
meetings that famous passage from Mein 
Kampf in which Herr Hitler explains the 
Nazi doctrine of propaganda: 

“The object of propaganda is not the 
weighing of various points of view, but 
the exclusive emphasising of one. It 
should not aim at telling the truth, if it is 
favourable (o the other side, nor should 
it present facts as they are to the people. 
It should work all the time for its own 
cause. 

“If propaganda allows even a glimmer 
of justice to the other side, doubts will 
immediately arise as to the justice of its 
own cause.” 

With such methods we can have nothing 
whatever to do. Not only are they waneces- 
sary, because our case is a true case: I believe 
thal they are wrong, in that they carry within 
them the seeds of their own destruction. 
They mean death: and the human spirit 
craves for life. 
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To be, therefore, a bulwark of truth and 
scrupulousness and respect for other peopls's 
opinions, and of the most complete freedom 
of thought and discussion, must be one of the 
main tasks of the Left Book Club in the 
TMonths and years to come. In this sign we 
Shall conquer: without it, we have half lost 
to Fascism already. 

No Left Book Club member will, [ think, 
reply that “the end justifies the means.” 
There may be periods when, and situations 
in which, ends do justify the means, terribly 
dangerous though such a course may be- 
But I believe that a: the present time, and in 
particular in the post-Munich era. when Fas- 
cist ideas (which, while they spring out of the 
economic soil, so to speak, have acquired, in 
my view, completely independent life and 
strength) are stalking through the world, the 
vigilant defence, moment by moment, of the 
values thus attacked must be one of the 
most important of all our aims. And any 
employment on our side of such methods, 
whatever the aim, would be to weaken that 
defence, 
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IT want to say one word more in this con- 
nection, and I say it with great hesitation, 
because it must necessarily sound pharisaical. 
T have always believed that the Christian 
doctrine of “Love your enemics™ (at any 
Tate in the obvious meaning of these words) 
is something too difficult for human nature. 
But while I do not believe there can be love, 
I do believe that there can and must be an 
absence of hatred. There can be no member 
of the Left Book Club who hutes and detests 
Fascism more than I do: I hi as a Jew, 
but I hate it infinitely more simply as a man, 
who sees everything decent and human being 
trampled underfoot by it. But, hating Fas- 
cism, Ido not hate Fascists: and just because 
hatred, not only of ideas but of persons, is a 
mark of Fascism, and just because Fascism 
has been so immensely strengthened, I believe 
it to be necessary, if we are to fight Fascism, 
that there should be no hatred of persons in 
our hearts. 
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I want now to revert to the main theme of 


this article—the necessity for thought by Left 
Book Club members: and I want lo try to 
apply that theme to the present national and 
international situation. 


It is unnecessary to insist here on the 
deadly menace of Fascism to everything for 
which we stand. Two points may, however, 
be mentioned in passing, because I think 
they have n insufficiently appreciated. 
The first is that during the present year the 
process of enslaving the German working 
class (by the industrial conscription decrees, 
the taking of power to fix maximum wages, 
and the like) has proceeded at break-neck 
speed : the second is that, in the short period 
that has clapsed since Munich, Herr Hitler 
has extended and consolidated his power 
with almost incredible rapidity. Apart from 
renewed activity in Danzig, Memel, Eupen 
and Malmedy, and Alsace-Lorraine, there 
has been the great trade drive (with all its 
political implications) right down through 
Yugo-Slavia to Turkey—a drive which, 
according to the Berlin correspondent of the 
Daily Telegraph, is to be extended through 
Persia and Afghanistan right up to the 
borders of India: and the day before I write 
an extraordinary urticle has appeared in the 
Deutsche Volkswirt, peremptorily demand- 
ing, not without threats, that Switzerland 
shall come into the Greater German Econo- 
mic System. Again, it has become clear this 
very week that a large part of the Scandina- 
vian press acknowledges Herr Hitler as its 
master; and he, at Saarbrucken, no longer 
hesitates to interfere in British domestic 
politics, 
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1 wish I belicved that this threat of Fas- 
cism to the world could be met by the simple 
method of pacifism. I cannot believe it—not 
for a moment. This article would become 
impossibly long if I attempted to give my 
reasons: but I should like to say again here 
what | have said in many former arlicles 
during the last (wo and a half years, namely, 
that progressives opposed to pacifism should 
feel themselves far more closely akin to 
pacifists than to imperialists, however fully 
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certain immediate policies of the latter may 
coincide with certain immediate policies of 
our own. 

In my view, then, it is literally a matter of 
life and death that in the face of the Hitler 
menace we should make ourselves strong— 
not so that we may defend ourselves against 
the world (how is such a thing even possible?) 
but so that we may play our just part in a 
recreated system of collective security against 
aggression. With three provisos: First, 
private profiteering in armaments, that most 
disgusting of immoralitics, must be utterly 
suppressed: second, the emphasis should be 
on the fullest possible protection [rom air 
warfare, for otherwise fear must always 
paralyse our diplomacy: and third, and most 
important of all, we must beware and beware 
again that in the process of achieving 
“preparedness” we do not actually achicve 
Fascism. 

(Incidentally, I believe that, in spite of all 
the obvious difficulties, the best method of 
recreating collective security is to attempt the 
calling of an International Conference, with 
proper provisos and aftcr due preparation. 
And there would be this advantage among, 
others: there could be no suspicion that 
collective sccurity means—as it must not 
mean—the perpetuation and fossilisation of 
existing anomalies and injustices.) 
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But having said this—having insisted on 
the need for adequate strength in the service 
of collective sccurity—I want to say some- 
thing else that { regard as not one whit less 
important: and the failure to say it, which 
I find widespread, indicates that failure of 
thought of which I have been writing. 

IC we simply re-arm, if we simply shout anti- 
fascist and anti-Hiterlite slogans, if we simply 
talk about the “‘defence of the Empire,” then, 
in the fine phrase used recently by Professor 
Tawney, ‘'Hitlerism has already conquered 
in our souls."* There are, in fact, two most 
grave and pressing dangers. The first is that 
we should be led, by the very fact that it is 
Hitler and Fascism that are the enemy, down 
the path of so-called *‘patriotic” imperialism : 
and the second is that, again because Hitler 


is the enemy, we should slowly habituate 
ourselves to regard with equanimity a war in 
which Hitler would be on the other side 
(though, for the matter of that, if another 
war came, would he?), I don’t mean that 
I think there is a single person in this country 
who at the moment, consciously or uncon- 
sciously, desires war: but I do think that, not 
a desire, but an unconscious acceptance, of 
wat may crecp inlo some pcople’s minds, 
unless they remind themselves day by day 
and hour by hour what war would mean. 

It would mean years and perhaps decades 
of agony and degradation and stupidity: and 
in countries in which a reactionary Govern- 
ment was in power at the outbreak, it would 
mean the immediate introduction of some 
form of Fascism or semi-Fascism*. . 
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These are two dangers that I foresee: and 
there is a third, You hear people say “There 
are only wo possibilities. One is war: the 
other is the creeping of Fascism, without 
what is ordinarily called war, over a great 
part of the civilised world.” 

This is defeatism of the most hopeless 
kind. We dare not say “One or the other.” 
We must say “Neither.” 

What does saying “Neither” 
mean ? 

It means this. Side by side with the 
negative and sterile, though necessary, busi- 
ness of making ourselves militarily strong to 
tesist Fascism, we must so strengthen the 
Positive forces working, not mercly against 
Fascism, but for the things Fascism menaces, 
that there is an ever growing good counter- 
Poised over against the Fascist evil—a good 


° Lhave ‘been asked: “Isn't your insistence on the 
evil and horror of war inconsistent with your advo. 
cacy of collective security? Collective security im- 
Plies, in the last resort, the readiness to go to war. 
Oris it all bluff? And do you imend, if your bluff is 
called, to run away?” 

‘This is a bona fide argume: which I hope to 
deal in a later article, for it requires a full length 
treatment. Here ict me say simply that [ think 
collective security, combined with a positive peace 
policy (sec below), gives infinitely the greatest chance 

ing war : we must therefore work for it: and 
if war nevertheless came in spite of collective security, 
it would have (o be gone through with, immeasurably 
evil and degrading though it would be. 


in practice 
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that will increase and encroach, as Fascism 
is now encroaching, and will ultimately 
conquer, by peace and not by the sword. 

That is what I call a positive, a construc- 
live peace policy: and isn’t it something fine 
enough to claim every bit of work, every bit 
of devotion, every bit of hope and optimism 
of which we are capable? 


I should like to give a few concrete 
examples of what I have to mind: and 
T notice, from the fact that similar proposals 
have been put forward in a splendid leading 
article in the New Statesman, and by Brails- 
ford in Reynolds’, that many people are 
thinking at the moment along similar lines. 

First, we must strengthen to the uttermost 
such democratic elements as there are in our 
own civilisation here—instead of allowing 
them to be weakened, as will be the inevitable 
tendency: and in particular we should be 
hourly vigilant to oppose any and every 
attack that may and will be made on that 
freedom of speech, writing and public dis- 
cussion Which is the very basis of our 
liberties. 

Secondly, we enfeeble the whole front 
against Fascism, of which working class 
degradation is a distinguishing mark, so long 
as we allow a similar degradation here, less 
complete and, so to speak, less organised 
though i( may be. I was speaking on a 
recent Sunday afternoon in a small Cumber- 
land town. The vicar told me that it was the 
poorest place in England—I understood from 
him that since about 1923 the unemployment 
there had been one hundred per cent. The 
hall was packed; but I did not Matter myself 
that the audience had come to hear me—I 
suspected that they had come to sit ina warm 
and comfortable room: and in that room the 
most appalling poverty was like a living 
presence.- To right such wrongs here in Eng- 

land: to give to peoples hesitating between 
democracy and fascism an illustration of 
what democracy can achieve—is that not 

Part of a constructive policy of peace and 

anti-fascism? Herr Hitler is able to boast 

that Fascism plans, and it is a successful 
boast. He plans in the interests of monopoly 


capitalism: we are planless—in the interests 
of monopoly capitalism: could there be a 
better counterpoise to Hitlerism than a 
British plan—in the interests of the people 
as a whole? The aews of such a plan, if I 
may put it so, would be a tremendous weapon 
against Fascism in countries still free: con- 
sider, for instance, how all of us have had 
our courage renewed, these last few days, by 
knowledge of the Labour victory in New 
Zealand. 


Thirdly, we should lose not a moment in 
formulating plans for the closest co-opera- 
tion, especially in wade, with the remaining 
democracies: and we should endeavour to 
bring the Soviet Union out of the isolation 
into which she might otherwise retire, by 
entering into the closcst commercial relations 
with her. 


Fourthly, I should like to see a great world- 
wide propaganda campaign, carried on by 
means of books in many languages, news- 
papers, broadcasts, etc., in praise and explan- 
ation of democratic ideas, Hitlerism im- 
presses the world by its success, on its own 
miserable plane: isn’t it worth our while, 
isn’t it worth the expenditure of a little of 
the moncy which we are told can never be 
spared except for armaments, to Ict the 
world know about owselves? About the 
achievements of Scandinavia and New Zea- 
land? About socialist planning in the U.S.S.R., 
or the triumphs of the French intelligence? 
We must get away, once and for all, from the 
idea that battleships and bombs are the only 
practical things: infinitely more practical, 
infinitely more effective, is a good case 
rationally and logically presented. 

Finally, and perhaps most important of all, 
such a propaganda scheme should include 
broadcasts to Germany, and every possible 
method of communication with the masses in 
all the Fascist count 


There is onc further example of what I call 
a positive anti-fascist and peace policy, which I 
shouldlike toconsider inslightly greater detail. 
Hiuer's colonial claims may al any 
moment become a matter of urgency, of 
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+ and, as I sce it, there will be wo 
dangers—the one as greal as the other. 

The first danger is that Mr. Chamberlain 
and M. Daladier will “hand over” colonics 
to Herr Hitler and possibly even to Signor 
Mussolini. What would this mean? 1t would 
mean yet another surrender to the threat of 
force: it would mean the transferring of 
native—“non-Aryan”—populations to a 
regine whose attitude to them is utterly vile: 
it would mean a still further strengthening of 
Hert Hitler's strategic position: and it would 
mean the perpetuation of Imperialism. 

(In point of fact, what is likely to oceur, if 
Mr. Chamberlain remains in office. is not so 
much the “handing over” of colonies to 
Hitler, as a sort of intensive Four-Power 
exploitation of colonia! arcas—in other 
words, letting Hitler in on British Imperial- 
ism, with, as a result, the general strengthen- 
ing of Imperialism and Fascism.) 


That is one danger: but I sce a second as 
ercat. It is that progressives may meet Here 
Hitler’s demands with the slogan, so attrac 
tive in its simplicity, “No colonies tor 
Hitler.” So negative an attitude would be 
plain disaster: for it would mean saying in 
effect to Herr Hitler “Our capitalists shall 
continue to exploit colonial territories for 
their exclusive advantage: your capitalists 
shall have no share in this exploitation.” 
Besides presenting Herr Hitler with another 
good piece of propaganda about injustice 
(and injustice there would for while it is 
Monstrous that. anyone should “‘possess™ 
colonies, it is “unjust,” in the ordinary accept- 
ance of that word, and on the present plane of 
international morality, that we should have 
a colonial empire, and that Germany should 
not) such a cry, if persisted in, might well 
issueinan imperialist warof the vulgarest kind. 
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‘As against both these courses—"Give 
Hiuer colonies” and “No colonics for 
Hitler"—there is a third and proper course, 
and it is this: “Neither exploitation by Hider 
nor exploitation by British Imperialism: no 
exploitation at all.” 

How in practice would such a policy work 


‘out? I cannot do better than quote part of a 
brilliant article by Sir Stafford Cripps-in the 
current number of The Tribune: 


“Econamic justice means that we must attempt lo 
alter the present basis of world production so far as 
it depends upon the methods of planning a modified 
scarcity in order that the various monopoly interests 
may be able to draw profits from this or that pro- 
ductive resource of the world. To banish economic 
injustice we must plan for abundance and not for 
searcily. It is not to be wondered at that nations or 
classes will fight one another for the means of life if 
they see that there is not cnough in the world for all. 
Especially is this the case when they see the very 
things that they are forced 10 go without being 
destroyed as surplus in some other part of ure world. 

“The sacrifice that we as a nation might make 
would be to offer to shar jh others the resources: 
that are available for us in our vast colonial tet 
" . Ieis, in fact, a mistake even to talk of sacri- 
fice as a nation under such circumstances, for as B 
nition we should indubitably be better off for the 
change 

“THE ONLY PEOPLE WIIO WOULD HAVE 
TOSUFFER ANY SACRIFICE AT ALL WOULD 
BE THOSE WHO AT PRESENT MAKE THEIR 
LIVING OUT OF THE EXPLOITATION OF 
THESE MONOPOLY RESOURCES. THOSE 
WE COULD EASILY COMPENSATE FOR 
THEIR LOSS IF WE WANTED TO ASSUME 
THE DURDEN AS A NATION. 

“To do this we should have, not to transfer the 
colonics to some other rival imperialism, but to put 
the colonics in a position 10 be developed either 
under the government of their own peoples, where 
that was suitable, with the help of the western 
European nations or such of them as were willing 
to combine together for the purpose with any other 
similarly-minded nations in the world, or else, until 
the time came for scli-government, the interests of 
the native people and of the peoples of the world 
in the products of the territories could be guarded 
by a truly international administration by the group 
‘of countries that were prepared to take part in the 
scheme. 

“Some onc will point out, perhaps, how difficult 
it is to organise a system of this sort. That is per- 
feetly (ruc, but it is not half'so difficult as it is going 
to be for this country to win the next war. More- 
‘over, in one case we shall be engaged on the purcly 
destructive task of overwhelming civilisation, 
whereas if we are prepared to undertake the scheme 
that I have suggested we shall be engaged in the 
building up of a state of permanent peace and 
security and, [ would add, of prosperity 100, 

“It is, 1 believe, our tragic lack of imagination 
that allows us to be tumed away from such a 
prospect of real hope by those who are selfishly 
imerested in preserving the monopolics of our 
empire ‘which in their tara preserve for us the dangers 

war, 


“This international administration of the raw 
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material growing areas of the colonics would be 
built up as an international civil service and would 
be subject to a planning committee representing 
the nations who were taking part in the scheme. 

“That groups of nations must never be exclusive 
for the whole object of it is to start the progress 
towards international economic justice, which 
means justice for all peoples. All would not join at 
the stan, but { am convinced that there are many 
nations with as much imagination and goodwill as 
our own and that there would be enough to make 
the start. 

“Once set on its feet the inevitable success of the 
Planning on lines of abundance would show itself 
i terms of improving standards and the conquest 
of poveny which will be the real victory for the 
world. It will be a struggle in which there will be no 
losers for all will gain if and when that struggle 
against poverty is successfut. 

“To achieve the abundance that we require to 
conquer poverty in all classes and in all ns 
Means that we have to develop the productivity all 
‘ever the world, for to-day half the population of 
the world are at or below starvation level. 

“How is this to be done? 

“Well that is not very diflicult if people are pre- 
Pared to make the same sacrifices for peace as they 
are for war. To-day it is probable that the annual 
expenditure of productive resources upon arma- 
ments of all hinds is not less than the equivalent of 
4,000 million sterling, Now just imagine what could 
be done in terms of increasing the productivity of 
the world if that sum wete 10 be spent each year 
for a few years upon the useful task of fighting 
Poverty and economic injustice in the world instead 
of in the wholly useless and madly dangerous task 
of the armaments race, 

“That is the sacrifice we want to sce the people of 
this country offer to make in the face of the rest of 
the world al a great international conference. We 
believe that they--the common people—are pre- 
pared to do this because it is the only realistic way 
to face the future with any hope of salvation.” 


IT would add this: a government that really 
understood what a positive peace policy 
meant would at once “grant” independence to 
India. Such a blow by ourselves at our own 
Imperialism would change the whole balance 
in the world as between the forces of Fascism 
and reaction on the one hand, and of 
democracy and progress on the other. 
And Impcrialists should remember this: in 
the event of a war a free and independent 
India could be relied upon to co-operate 
wholeheartedly with the anti-Fascist powers: 
the attitude of a dependent India would be 
far more doubtful. 


The above are not meant to be more than 


the merest hints and suggestions: but they 
are the kind of thing about which Left Book 
Club members should, in my opinion, be 
thinking. And if it is said that all such 
Policies arc impossible while Mr. Chamber- 
lain is in office, I agree wholeheartedly—but 
would add this: / believe that the discussion 
and rapid spread of such ideas can win over- 
whelming support in this country, and so lead 
far more quickly and far more effectively 
to Mr. Chamberlain's overthrow than mere 
repetition of slogans such as “Chamberlain 
must go.” Ss 
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To sum up, the Club must at all costs 
retain its educational character: it must, in 
the balance of its publications, in its group 
activities and its meetings, be a stronghold 
of truth and of the free and enquiring mind : 
and it’ must regard careful and patient 
thought as its most urgent task—such thought 
leading to immediate and determined action 
by members in the organisations to which 
they belong. 

In order the better to serve these objects, I 
have two things in mind. 

First (and this I discussed before their 
departure with Laski and Strachey, who are 
fully in agreement with me) we are exploring 
the possibility of broadening out the Selec- 
tion Committee; and if the talks 1 am now 
having arc successful, I shall hope to make a 
further announcement on this head in the 
next issue. 

Secondly, I think it is necessary to give 
more careful thought even than we have done 
in the past to the question of the monthly 
selections, and in particular to get a just 
balance between what I have called the 
“negative” and the “positive” sides. On the 
“negative” side there are two books in par- 
ticular which will probably be early Choices. 
The first is a page-by-page examination of 
Mein Kampf by D. N. Prit, interspersed with 
verbatim translations of many vital Passages 
omitted from the expurgated and truncated 
translation now current in England: the 
second is a most important examination of 
the “war potential” and strategic position of 
the various Powers—including such a detailed 
examination of the military strength of the 


THE LEFT NEWS FOR NOVEMBER, 1938 


Sovict Union as will dispel many recent 
illusions—if indeed such illusions ever really 
existed. 

On the “positive” side, Leonard Barnes 
has been commissioned to write a book, 
which I believe will be constructive in the 
best sense, on the colonial question: 4 
volume on the achievements of the Labour 
Government in New Zealand is in prepara- 
tion; and Leonard Woolf is writing for us on 
The Defence of Western Civilisation—a study 
of those fundamental values which Fascism 
menaces. Finally, we have in mind a 
symposium on the future of British forcign 
policy, contributed to by four or five writers 
with varying points of view. 

And so far as “putting our own house in 
order” is concerned, there will be Lord 
Addison's A Policy for British Agriculture and 
Elicn Wilkinson's “Biography” of Jarrow. 
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Let me say this in conclusion. When we 


started the Club two and a half years ago we 
started from nothing. Now, in the new 
world of after-Munich (for a new world it is) 
we have a colossal task before us: but we 
start out on that task with a huge member- 
ship, with a nation-wide and indeed empire- 
wide machinery of groups and area com- 
mittees, and with two and a half years’ 
experience of failure and success. We start 
out, I say: for I want our work in the future 
to be so much better and more effective than 
it has been in the past, that in the years to 
come we may look back upon the autumn of 
1938 and sce it almost as a new Left Book 
Club that then arose. And if we avoid an 
easy optimism on the one hand and a 
cowardly defeatism on the other, and if above 
all we guard against the peril of self-decep- 
tion, we may and will still play a part, and a 
great part, in saving the world from the two 
scourges which I bracket together as the 
most terrible mankind can know—war and 
Fascism. 


TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 


SOVIET ECONOMIC AND MILITARY 
STRENGTH 


by J. Miller 


iNOTE.—J. MILLER was in Moscow from May 1936 to October 1937, om @ European Travelling Scholarship from 


Sheffield Universi 
Commission gave 


foctl 


which he used for the purpose of studying Soviet economic organisation. The State Planning 
1s for this study. He lived with Sortet students in the Hostel of the Planning Acadeniyy 


attended some of the Academy lectures, and was for a scar on the staff of the State Planning Conrmission's Institutefor 
Ecouomie Research, He was the only foreign student connected with the Acadciny or tnstitute and living at the Hostel, 
‘and was able to get a particularly good kaowtedge of the outlook of the Soviet * intelligentsia.” | 


wortied Hitler is at the growing might of the Plans) and 1936 (the next comparable point in the 


Lee LONDONDERRY has told us how commodities, in 1928 (the beginning of the Five Year 


U.S.S.R. Mr. Chamberlain, when at Munich — capitalist cycle), was as follows! : 


he presented Eastern Europe and the Balkans to 
Hitler and laid the foundations of a European bloc 
against Russia, was no doubt inspired by similar 
anxieties. How strong is Russia, and how fast is that 
‘Strength increasing? It is important for us, in 
advocating that collective security by which the 
U.S.S.R. may help to eave our own skins from the 
dangers of Munich, to know and use these facts. _ 


Military strength is based primarily on industry. Russia is now the leading 


1928 


Power after the 


‘The Soviet share of world output for some major United States. The following table? shows Sovict 


ou 
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production compared to the U.S.A.. Great Britain, 
and Germany (without Austria, etc.) in 1936: 


T 
Britain “Germany| 


i 
{ 
| 1249 712 
ra eT 
08 — 
- 85.6 
153.5 [138-7 
113.8 76.2 
1.9 3 
{in 1933) 
_ 160. 
392.3 125.9 
1 140 15.9 


These figures show actual output, not productive 
capacity, which is Cully utilised in the U.S,S.R. but 
not in other countries, cven at boom times. 

In 1929 (the capi peak year) Sovict industrial 
production was 3.8 per cent. of the rest of the world. 
By 1932 (the capitalist stump) it was Il percent. By 
1936 it rose to 15.2 per cent.2 which shows the steady 
Soviet advance to be even faster than the boom 
phase of the capitalist cycle. The Third Five Year 
Plan (1938-42) has not yet been published, but it is 
‘expected (o provide for an industrial output reaching 
by 1942, nearly three-quarters of the American peak, 
which would be nearly a third of the coral capitalist 
world’s output, or three times the British and six 
times the French in a boom year. This is a perfectly 
Feasible objective, and would make Sovict per capita 
production more than in France, four-fifths of 
comany, three-quarters Britain and half the United 

tates. 

‘The rate of capital development and improvement 
of labour efficiency in the U.S.S.R., and its long-term: 
plans for exploiting its vast natural resources, are 
such as ¢o make it not an unreasonable prediction 
that within the next generation the Soviet Union will 
be as powerful, Indusirially, as the rest of the world 
put together. This is on the assumption that future 


the provious (1929) peak, despite re-armament. 

In Soviet agriculture, the difficulties of the collecti- 
visation period are now over and its fruits apparent. 
‘The average annual rate of growth in agricultural 
Production before collectivisation (1926-29) was less 


than | per cent. Since collcctivisation (1933-37) it has 
avernged 12 per ccnt. a year (in part dus to livestock 
recovery aller serious but an extraordinary 
figure neverthetess). Agricultural output last year 
was three and a half times Germany and nine-icnths: 
ofthe U.S.A. Next year Russia is expected to exceed 
the United States and thus become the 
agricultural country (in output) in the wortd. Last 
year the grain harvest was 42 per cent, more than in 
1913 (which was a fairly good year by prewar 

), cotton three-and-a-half times as much, 
sugar beet twice and flax two-thirds more. 


The following table? of total national output 
shaws the U.S.S.R. to be stconger, economically, 
than Germany, Italy and Japan combined: 


Production 
Gin milliard marks) 
1 


Year 
1937 


oy CANE 
{Since 1925, however, Japanese industry has con 
siderably increased.) 


The successful efforts made to achieve coonomic 
in madence are shown by ¢ figures of imports 


Industrial and trans- 
port machinery 
3 fmachincey 


Aluminium, 
Rubber 
Cotton 
Paper 
Since 1935, Russia has 
ence for cotton and, it is clai if Tuber too, 
bul most of her tin requirements are sill imported. 
Apart from this, the complete ceystion of foreign 
trade would deprive Russia only of such things as 
coffee, cocoa, the latest foreign technical inventions. 
and tourists. Nor would the loss of her export 
trade cause any greater inconvenience. So Mockade 
docs not matter, and there are no vulncrable ocean 
routes (o protect in time of war. The Soviel's life- 
lines are the internal railways, which are now work- 
ing well enough to have overfulfilled their Second 
Five Year Plan by 7.7 per cent. in four years. (Each 
mile of track carries three-and-a-half times as much 
freight as in the United States, five times as much 
as in England, and eight times as much as ia Italy). 
Everybody knows that the fighting forces erected 
on this economic basis are the largest in the wortd. 
‘Theic quality may so far be gauged only from the 


recent Far Eastern incident which, according to 
detailed reports, was as great a military as a diplo- 
matic triumph. The quality of the air force may be 


gauged from the Polar fights and elsewhere. It is 
also generally known that the Sovicts are rapidly 
building a “world navy” able to operate from the 
Arctic. Expenditure on the armed forces has riscn 
inline with Germany. In 1937 it was more thaa had» 
been planned for the whole of the 1933-37 five-year 
Period. This year's estimate is over half as mitch 
again. This has caused the rise in the standard of 
living 10 be less than the increase of “between two 
and three times” projected by the Comnmumist Party 
for the Second Five Year Plan from the tow level of 
1992. Nevertheless. it has risen during the last few 
years probably faster than for the mass of the people 
in any country before. The Soviel economic system 
is strong cnough 10 produce both guns and butter in 
ever increasing quantities. When the coming war is 
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either over or averted for good, neither the present 
defence burden nor high rate of capital development 
Ii be necessary. and the standard of material welfare 
will increase al an astonishing pace. At present more 
than 600 of the 700 motor vehicles made each day 
are heavy lorries, and of the huge sum allocated this 
year for construction. only a tenth is for housing. 
Soviet strength depends, ultimately. on the oul 
look and confidence of its citizens. The material 
gains of the Revolution, the rapidly rising standard 
of life, social security and confidence in the future, 
cemented by an assiduous and continuous propa- 
ganda (or, more accurately, educmion), have 


tation. If we can deduce what has happened in 
the armed forces from industry, then recovery from 
the ruthless excision of this hitherto unsuspected 
cancer is complete.and the Soviet bady politic all the 
healthier from the operation. ‘The plan for 1937 was 
to increase output over 19N6 by 20 per cent. The 
1937 purge of manag ered what, 
under conditions at Sox 
slump: for the first half of the year output did not 
exceed the first bal of the pres 7, but it began 
to pick up in later months. In setting the plan for 


ee 


per cent., hoping the new i 


istrative personnel 


made the workers and 
peasants solid for the 
regime, Voting in the 
recent clections, un- 
pleasantly similar to 
Fascist 99 percents. in its 
superficial appearance, 
contains a profound and 
genuine difference. The 
voting was for socialism, 
idemiified with Stalin, the 
Pary and the lection 
candidates in the minds 
of the people, and the 
votes did measure the 
prevailing confidence in 
the social system and its 
leadership. The Moscow 
uials and the extensive 


THE “TWOPENNY HALDAD 


Professor Haldane has written a 6: 
pamphlet, based on his Left Book Clu’ Choice 
SARP.” and entitled How tbe Sufe from 
P ids, This is being published by us (uniformly 
with Hy You Should Be A Socialist and the 
Truth About Spain) at the price of 2d. The 
pushing of Haldane’s scheme for camptcte pro- 
tection is one of the most vital needs of the day. 
fas it is fear of air-raids that paralyses our 
diplomacy. Members are urged therefore lo 
‘order the pamphlet in quantities and to give OF 
sellitto their friends, by house-to-house canvass, 
in the factories and workshops. ctc.. etc. ‘The 
copies should be ordered, not from ourselyes, 
but from the bookseller fromwhom thememin« 


tir 


(soung Soviet teh 
niciats,  stadents and 
staklmatovite workuven) 
would get into stride 
aly enough. Vse1 
month since the 
n 

sites 
pu 


aniner 


over 137. This bears 


out mg impression that 
ute 


the new executives 
illing thei jobs r 
eiesaely than their pi 


purge of 1937 reflect 
something that might 
have been the Achilles’ 
Heel of Soviet Russia. 
‘The menial atmosphere there is one which makes 
it all 100 casy for sincerely dissident intellectuals to 
develop a bitter sense of grievance. These formed 
the conspiracies and were the sufferers in the purge. 
‘The workers and peasants, beyond devoutly hoping 
that the G.P.U. missed none of the Trotskyist traitors, 
were unaffected. Indeed, their confidence in the 
regime was increased when they saw on which 
side of the barricades the deviationists had landed. 
But the conspiracies did get very near a pitch 
which would have meant untold dislocation before 
its inevitable defeat. The elimination of all sus- 
pected and even “possible” conspirators from 
Fesponsible jobs was carried through without 
a good deal of dislocation. 1 can only surmise 
extent in the armed forecs, but know some- 

| thing of its course and effects in economic adminis- 


‘obtains his Left Book Club Choices. 
‘The pamphlet is now ready. 


decessors, 40 impression 

formed from personal 
+ knowledge of both ¢ypes: 

and from reports in this 
year’s industrial press, The internal weakness 
thus overcome is probably the fast, and certainly 
‘one of the most serious because unseen, of the 
obstacles to immediate military steength and future 
economic development. 


‘Sources 


Institute for World 
* Planned Econom 
“ Level of Produ 
Countries.” ia whicl 
weighting are indicated. The figures end 
‘exactness, but are the most careful atterapt 10 com 
pare Sovict and world production so far made, Other 
Exloulations put the Sovict share higher. (In Russian.) 
*U,S-5.R-Country of Socialism, Moscow, 1936 (in 
Russian). A statistical report issued by the Central 
Statistical Board to illustrate economic developnrent up 
fo the introduction of the new constitution. 


NOTE ON CURRENT CHOICE 


In future, and in response to suggestions from a 
great number of members, we do not intend to 
review the current Choice in the Left News unless i 
contains points which scem to call for clarification 


“_. of discussion. The Choice for this month, Comrades 


and Citizens, is simply « delightful picture of present- 
oS life: any “review” of il would be super- 
uous. 


‘Members are asked to note that this is the book 
originally chosen for November. We announced 
in the last number of the News that Commander 
Young's Czechoslovakia would be substituted for it, 
But the political situation has changed so rapidly 
since that decision was made that Commander 
‘Young's book no longer appears to be an appro- 
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“DENMARK’S DAY OF DOOM” 
by Joachim Joesten + reviewed by Dr. John Lewis 
The “Additional” Book for January 


\HE Nazi penetration of Europe has been the 

theme of one of our most popular Choices, 

“The Battle for Peace,” which has shown us, 
convincingly enough, the main strategic lines of the 
Fascist advance. But here is an example of the Nazi 
plan in action which gains cnormousty in interest 
‘because it is localised, exhaustive, and concrete. It is 
a case of the particular illustrating and revealing in 
the most dramatic fashion the real nature of the 
general. 

Consider liule Denmark, often held up lo us as 
the supreme example of how @ country which is 
virtually disarmed can remain above the battle. 
So far from being above the battle it appears from 
this book that Denmark may casily become, in a 
few years’ time, another Czechoslovakia, whose 
surrender Would throw wide the gateway to the 
Baltic and to the Nort Sea. Once again the issuc 
is not in the least whether a few million square acres 
shall be added to the Third Reich; this, though 
important cnough, is but a secondary consideration. 
‘The real point is that the occupation of Denmark 
is absolutely necessary for Nazi imperialism, both 
for economic and military reasons, and, if achieved. 
would place other countries in a far more dangerous 
and helpless position than before. 

Let us see what is the argument of this compelling 
book. Firstly, from the economic point of view. 
few countries are so dependent upon the goodwill 
and buying power of its neighbours as Denmark, 
since she is almost entirely agricultural and has 
absolutely no minerals, raw materials for industry, 
fuel, or even fodder and fertiliser. “No country 
offers greater temptation to the lawless or would be 
more vulnerable if attacked.” Her two main 

in and Germany. but Den- 
sh bacon market, for ex- 
ample; bas fallen from 75 to 35 per cent. British 
Protection, quotas, marketing boards. ctc.. have put 
Denmark in an extraordinarily perilous economic 
posiuion, and this has driven her to make almost 
any terms with her other customer, Germany. It 
thould not be forgotten that Danish farming is 
desperately in debt, which increases her embarrass- 
ment in bad times. 

The resull of all this is one of the most extra: 
ordinary urads agreements that I have ever heard of. 
Denmark pays into Germany a tribe of hard cash 
G@ritish pounds, etc.) ostensibly to balance any 
possible excess of German exports over Danish 
impons. There is no excess, whereupon Schacht 
insists that this money shall be spent in Germany 
oa any goods determined by Germany, at the price 
Germany likes to ask for them. It is then up to 
‘Denmark to get rid of these goods as best she can. 
Go much for the economic exploitation of Denmark. 


Secondly. from the military point of view, eve 
since the Naval Agreement with Great 2 
Germany has ruled the Walt chorousty 
strengthened her naval equipment at Kie! Iso 
Duikling huge acrodromes alt along th 
frontier. Denmark is not allowed to fortif 
fronticr and all her fortifications are therelore coastal 
defences against a possible invasion, iy whom? 
There could be no one but -Lnslund ! Wut 


becume a part of Germany. Ina niultitude of ways 


Germany has made it absolutely certain that ste 
could occupy Denmark in senty-four hours with 
Practically no resistance. This %o her the 


s which she detiaitely 


home-grown faodstutls in Gi 
Denmark would provide an ideal it 

Politically, although Labour cont 
‘of the votes and there is a Social 
the so-called Radical Party has 
complete control of foreixt Pacty has. 
taken upa line of non-resistunce lowards Germany. 
asserting that it will be impossible to resistand 
therefore it is not worth arming. She therefore maine 
tains only the frontier Police Fores, and the coast 
defences which Germany approves. 

‘Yet Denmark's resignation to a Nagi occupation 
in time of war would at once place at the mercy of 
Hitler a very large and important Socialist move- 
ment, and of course would mean the extinction of 
Danish democracy. 

‘The author goes on to describe the various Fascist 
movements in Denmark, beginning with the overseas 
department of the Nazi movement itself. The 
haif-a-dozen Fascist or semi-Fascist organisaions 
proceeding according (0 the usual Nazi plan as out- 
lined in The Battle for Peace. 

‘The effect of German pressure has already been 
shown ininternational affairs. In spite of Denmark's. 
natural affinity to the Scandinavian Group and to 
Democracy and Peace, she has been gradually forced 
into the German orbit. This has been wen in a 
number of diplom: 
Stauning, the Prime 
specch at Lund. repudiating any kind of alliance with 
Sweden. The Swedish Press sum up this speech as 
follows : “It is clear that we must not regard Deny 
mark any longer as a Nordic State in the same sense 
as applies to other countrics in our comer of the 
world. We cannot count on her readiness for Nordic 
co-operation beyond a certain limit drawn by her 
relationship with a power outside the Nordic 
Group. 

Quite recently Germany has commenced 2 press 
campaign against Denmark which she accuses of 


“pick the political 
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going red, becoming a hotbed of Bolshevism, cic.. 
tte. Germany has also obtained very firm control 
over the Danish press, which is not allowed to 
Griticise Germany in any way, though it is still free 
tas far as home affairs are concerned. 

In his concluding chapter the author trics to 
indicate whnt can be done to help Denmark out of 
the mire, He suggests that firstly the Danish people 
should be awakened toa sense of their peril; secondly 
Sif Denmark is not to fall within a very short time 
completely under German domination with all the 
Syil consequences Which such a course is bound 10 


entail for her other neighbours, it is essential that 
these, i.e., Great Britain and Sweden, should take @ 
hand at once.” He ten makes sariaus suggestions, 
such as that the Swedish monopoly of iron ore might 
be used as a bargaining point to hold Germany off 
Denmark, and that a joimt Nordic Air Force. 
including Denmark, shoul be constituted Lo pratect 
the northern democracies. and finally nat Great 
Britain should be on the alert and shouks counter 
very energetically every move 10 bing Denmark 
under German control. 


“AN OUTLINE OF POLITICAL THOUGHT 
SINCE THE FRENCH REVOLUTION” 


by Stephen Swingler + reviewed by Sheila Lynd 


The Nineteenth Volume in the “ Educational” Series. For January 


JFIN this book the author has set out to explain 
Hl the various ideas which have influenced society 

since the rise of capitalism, and which have 
arisen cut of its development. lt was no easy job 10 
theories out of nineteenth century 
philosophy and to make them imelligible to those 
who know nothing about the philosophy behind 
them, and this book is not so simple as some others 
in this series. But then, neither is the subject, and 
that does not make it less necessary or less stimu- 
lating to tackle. 

Part I of this book deals with “The Tradition of 
Bourgeois Politics," Part If with “The Tradition of 
Working-class Politics."" 

Chapter | describes the ideas of the philosophes— 
the group of French thinkers gathered round Diderot 
‘and of the English Utilitarians, who believed in 
Rational Man, self-interest as the motive force of 
wery individual's life, that happiness lay ia the 
individual s freedom to follow his self-interest, and 
that a rationally organised society would be one 
which ensured the greatest happiness of the greatest 
‘number, and would be one in which, inevitably, ue 
selfish interests of cach would fuse in the sociul 
interest of all. Mr. Swingler outlines the views of 
Bentham and James Mill on the State, and shows 
how this theory was modified by Spencer and John 
‘Stuart 

‘Chapter IT outlines the political beliefs of Rous- 
seau, whose social contract and belief in the natural 
Fights of man were used to justify theoretically 
entirely different forms of State. For example, it was 
a predominating influence both on Jefferson, who 
wrote the Declaration of Independence, and on the 
drafters of the American constitution—represenia- 
tives of two wholly opposing tendencies in American 

politics. Mr. Swingler tells how T. H. Green trans- 
farmed Rousscau’s theories into a theory of Tory 


ethics and ends by showing how it was possible for 
such a theary to be so vin sly trinsmuted,, 
Chapter HL deals wich “hdealism and Fascist 
Myths," The authar begins by describing the general 
trend of German plulosophy’ romantic philosophy 
opposed to the scientific thought of the Frenclt and 
English philosophers and conceiving society as 
arising from the National Mind, and. by showing 
why this tendency arose in Germany. From this he 
gocs on brielly to ousline Heyel’s theory of the State, 
Which justilied theoretically the highly authoritarian 
Prussian state of his cay, and to show how Hegelian 
philosophy has become the basis of Fascist philo- 
sophy. 
The last chapter of this section summarises the 
general characteristics of bourgeois political theory 
which the author shows to be abstract. subjectively 
sguing from 


attempting to discover final solutions and objectives 
without relating theories to ascertainable facts; 
individualistic, and based upon a recognition of 
private property as the source of political power. 
‘Owing to these characteristics. these ideas, which 
begin as an independent attempt to evolve a scientific 
theory of politics, when capitalist society was 
straggling free from feudalisin, have themselves 
become anti-scientific and metaphysical. 

We then come to “The Tradition of Working- 
class Politics." The author begins by pointing out 
that although the working-class took pan in the 
revolutionary movement which overthrew: feudalism, 
it guined nothing from that revolution—could gain 
nothing, indced. for the new sysiem wh h was to 
release the forees of production required a property 
less class to ¢xpl at Icast as much as had the 
decaying feuds) system. The political theories of the 
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working-class reflected this position in turing to 
anarchism and wopiapism, and Mr. Swingler des- 
ctibes the ideas of the main thinkers of the working- 
class, from Babeuf, Paine and Godwin, to Robert 
Owen and the Syndicalism of Sorel. 

The next chapter describes the theory of Social 
Democracy, which arose when the era of reform 
began andit scemed as if society could be transformed 
by parliamentary democracy, once the working- 
class had won the political freedom te vote and. by 
weight of numbers, had captured the parliamentary 
machine. Mr. Swingler shows how this theory was 
developed by Saint-Simton. Lasalle and Bersicin 
and by the Fabians in England. who set to work to 
gain socialism piccemeal through social reform: he 
Points out the factors in the late nineteenth century 
environment which influenced the growth of these 
ideas, and new conditions to-day which have under 
mined them. 

In the two following Chapters, Mr. Swingler out- 
lines the development and main ptinciples of 


Marxism. [le describes the growth and backgraund 
of Marx's political ideas, and explsins his main 
conceptions—the materialist basis of histo: 
theory of class strugele and the $ 
Jution and socialist society 


method of imerpreti 
Politicalaction, and in 
development of political 
Marx is summarised, the 
so. ant how M 


ond Rousseau to 
thor sheave how this is 
rx freed political theory tem the 
Tor with 
cased 
a nee te 
thought has been treed I ant we 
have acquired, at any tate, the ahility to check up 
on owselves, to think selieriticaily 
facts and to change them. 


subjective rationalixations of otter times 


LEFT BOOK CLUB MOVEMENT 
BECOMES INTERNATIONAL: 


A SCANDINAVIAN DEVELOPMENT 


by Peter 


'N all democratic countries there is a growing 
Necessity to find a way to the masses. The more 
Nazi pressure makes itself fell, the morc urgent 

i becomes—but at the same time, the morc difficult, 
‘This, of course, will specially hold good about the 
‘small countries in the immediate ncighbourhood of 
Germany. !n Scandinavia the activitics of Nazi under- 
mining have been going on for years, in the beginning 
ignored and mocked by the press, but gradually, as 
Nazi power was allowed to swell, watched with 
growing uneasiness, As the pressure grew in violence 
and ruthlessness, the press became increasingly 
cautious when dealing with these matters and with 
Nazism in general. The outcome of the Czcchoslo- 
vakian crisis has shocked the authoritics, It is 
realized that, from the point of view of international 
politics, the Scandinavian democratic countries are 
exactly the type of countries which are likely to be 
thrown into the jaws of Nazi Germany when 
another crisis arises—in order to preserve world 
Deace for another six months. The painful know- 
ledge that there is no backing whatever to be hoped 
for from the great democratic powers must of 
Occessity force the small neighbouring States to seek 
friendship with Germany. And here comes the 
trouble, because that involves that no criticism of 
Nazi Weiltanschauung is allowed in the press or 
from the public platforms. 


P. Rohde 


Thus, at a time when an appeal to the public is 
More urgent than ever, it is also more diflicult to 
find the ways and means of reaching the masses. 
The tremendous success of Tue Let Book Cuce in 
England has shown onc way, We begin by starting 
a periodical, Nuni-£wopa (Northern Europe), 
whose primary object is to trace and make public 
all types of Nazi influence in Scandini 

Nord-Evwopa has five editorial staffs, one for 
each of the five Scandinavian countries (Sweden, 

inland, Norway, Iecland. and Denmark), and as 
the periodicat is based on the idea of a united feom, 
cach staff consists of four or five members. social 
democrats, conununists, radical liberals, and 
independent progressives, A considerable number 
of the most well-known authors of the North have 
Joined the paper as contributors. It is published in 
two editions, one in Swedish, for Sweden and 
land, and one in Norwegian and Danish, for Nor 
way, Denmark and Iecland. 

‘The paper met with some difficulties at the start. 
In Finland the editors were arrested and their 
houses searched immediately after the appearance of 
the first issue. In Denmark, where the situation is 
very delicate (being the only Scandinavian country 
with a land fronticr in common with Germany, with 
a German minority and an unsettled frontier ques- 
Sion), the press has Qeca prevenied from giving 
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Nord-Enropa any publicity at all, so that we have 
to find our way to the public through other channels, 
which, of course, impedes the start considerably. 
But the very fact of the endeavour (0 silence us to 
death is proof of the importance of our undertaking. 

‘A quotation from the editorial article of the first 
umber will suffice to indicate the ideological basis 


“\, . Inthis situation the five free Northern 
peoples, with their united forces and deeply 
‘conscious of the historical importance of the 
moment, must maintain their independence, 
protect ‘their democratic institutions, Uheir 
civilisation, and their civic rights—the armed 
neutrality, which is now being extended, is a 
logical expression of this thought. But the 
material defence preparations must be supple: 
mented and strengthened through a spiritual 
rearmament and an educational work providing 
information about forcign peace breakers and 
their domestic flunkeys. Through concrete 
facts and disillusioned analyses Nerd-Europa 
will try to solve this task. It appeals to all 
fellow-countrymen in the Northern countries 
who are prepared to protect and develop demo- 
that to create out of those five 

an anti-fascist peace bloc, a 
democratic Northen Europe.” 


‘The other, and equally important, side of our activie 
ties. is the Book Cun. As so far it Nas not yet 
started, 1 shall only deal with ir briefly now. Ie sill 
be rum on the same lines as the Engiish Ler Book 
Chup, whieh has inspi with an ordinary edition 
for the market and a cheap edition for members. 
As we can only reckon ona very limited membership 
in the beginning (for here the differences of lang 

come in very acwtely), we have only planned to 
Publish four volumes every year, but we hope that 


the response from the public will justify our ambi- 
The first 


tions for more frequent publications. 
volume, prepared by the stall writers the 
devoted exchisively to information about the 
Nazi activities in Scandinavia, 1 will be on the 
markel shortly, 


AU irmportian 
stand up against Nazi aggressions should Keep in 
touch with each othe y in England can 
not alford to disinterest itsel in what is hapywning 
ndinavia, stil] less cant we ixaore dev slopments 
in England, We must help cach otter, Jearn from 
cach viher, both Tram our duilicultics, cur mistakes. 
and from our achievements, 1 proyese now and 
again to inform the readery of Ferd News about the 
devclopment of the Scandinas tun sister organisation 
and its fate. 


CONFERENCE FOR COLLECTIVE 
PEACE ACTION 


‘We are glad 10 publish the following communica- 
tion received from the London Fedcration of Peace 
‘Council 

“The London Federation of Peace Councils 
feel that recent events in Europe, which have 
resulted in a temporary and insecure truce, have 
given rise (0 serious apprehension among 
democratic people for the safety of peace and 
democracy in the immediate future. The Feder- 
alion is therefore convening a Delegate Confer- 
ence for Collective Peace Action, in London, on 
December 2nd and 3rd, 1938, The purpose of 
this Conference is to give expression to the 
widespread desire for a new measure of unity 
and purpose among those who realise that Peace 
depends on the action of the people, and to 
reach decisions whereby the changes which are 
necessary in the policy of this country can be 
clearly defined, and the practical stcps planned 
by which the people of London can play their 
part in achieving them. 

“Among the Speakers will be Miss Eleanor 
athbone, M.P., Mr. H. H. Elvin, General 
‘Secretary of the National Union of Clerks and 
Administrative Workers, and Licut.~Com- 
mander Edgar P. Young. 


“Application for delegates’ credential Forms 
and further informauos concerning the Con- 
Terence should be mauy to the Secretary of the 
London Federation of Peace Councils, Mrs. 
Bernal, 60 Clifion Hill, London, N.W.8, who 
will be glad to supply all particulars. 


—— 


CHINA CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE : 
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING APPEAL 


We are glad to insert the following communication 
from the China Campaign Committee: 

“You are strongly urged to help a campaign 
to check the sale of Japanese toys and novel- 
ties: 

“Big poster parade on Wednesday, Novem 
ber 16th, from Soho Square. 

“Parades in London boroughs November 
26th. 
“Meetings in areas: Liverpool, 27th; Brad- 


“China is fighting on. She needs your assis 
ance. Help her by co-operating in this cam- 
paign. Get in touch with the China Campaign 
Committee, Parliament Mansions, Orchard 
Street, S.W.1.” 
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THE TRIBUNE 


RE individual members of the Left Book Club, and conveners and committees 
Ase Groups, alive 10 the marvellous improvement that has been taking place in 

the Tribune? The October 281h issuc, which has this moment come in and 
which is before me as I write, is really magnificent from the first page to the last: 
and no other paper, daily or weckly, is covering the same ground. 


The paper opens with a constructive and inspiring article by Stafford Cripps on 
the cotonial question—part of which I quote in my own ciitorial in this number 
of the News. This is followed by at page of news-notes—dealing with such thingy as 
the Pirow negotiations on the colonial question in Portugal, the serious reductions 
in wages that have taken place in the first cight months of this year. the impending 
slump, and so on. Then comes a brilliant article by Flwyn Jones (familiar to Lett 
Book Club members as the author of The Battle for Peuce). giving details, 7 
vague talk—about the censorship that is already growing up, day hy day, here 
England. On the page facing this article, John Hougan unravels the giant ramuica- 
tions of the Bank of England. 


There follow our own two Left Book Club pages, in which Dr. Lewis gives a 
most inspiring account of the week's activities, 


The centre opening is occupied by an article of great brilliance entitled * Seven 
Years of Tory Rule Have Made the Empire the Sick Man of the World.” The author's 
name is K. Zilliacus. This name will probably not be familiar to Lett Book Cluly 
members. but they know the man all the sanve. for it is now reveled that he is none 
other than “ Vigilantes,” famous author of Inguess on Peace and The Ruud to War, 
He has been a member of the Information Section of the League of Nations Secretariat 
from January 1920 til] October of this year, and has now resigned: only since ending 
his dutics as an international civil servant has he been alte lo write under his own 
name. The editor announces that every week he will record in the Tribune bis inside 
knowledge of world affairs, and interpret the new pages of history that world events 
‘aro $0 swiftly unfolding. 


After a page of correspondence, reviews of books, and a most important account 
by Jack Tanner of the broken pledges of 1914-1918 (in the light of which he says 
“Beware of the present plot against the Unions”), Jawaltarlal Nehnu, one of the 
greatest leaders of people of today. explains India’s reactions face to face with Britain's 
waning 


T have only here given some indication of the contents: but I would put it once 
again 10 Left Book Club members, is there any other journnl, dai! or weekly, that 
can show a serics of articles so important for us at the present time? The Tribune is 
now partly our paper, and I feet bound to say that this last fortnight I have felt really 
proud of it. 1 beg members and Groups to support it to the uttermost: not only do I 
‘want to see every member of the Club placing a regular order for it with his newsagent, 
bur 1 also want to sce the Groups organising a cancass of adopting exactly the same 
house-to-house tactics as thcy did in the case of the * Twopenny Strachey.” 


‘Won't every member at any rate buy a sample copy at his newsagent’s or the 
tailway booksuall? The circulation is going up satisfactorily: tut what an influence 
the paper would have if, within a reasonable space of time, we could reach a circulation 
of a quarter of a million! To achicve that is, 1 believe, one of the greatest tasks the 
Left Book Club can accomplish. 

V.G. 
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THE GROUPS MONTH BY MONTH 


by Dr. John Lewis 
Organiser of the Local Groups 


(A) THE GROUPS AND THE INTERNATIONAL CRISIS 


right through the crisis and afterwards. In 

numerous instances the Groups arranged joint 
meetings, either in the open-air or indoors, and there 
was a simply amazing distribution of the special 
leaflets printed by the Club for the occasion. Out of 
‘a multitude of reports I will sclect two or three 
typical ones from very different paris of the country: 


BOURNEMOUTH secured the co-operation of the 
Labour Pary, and a Czechoslovakian sjeaker 
addressed @ crowded and enthusiastic gathering. 
ACORINGTON held a crowded open-air meeting on 
the Market Ground, and distributed 4,000 Chub 
Yeaflets, TORQUAY held a joint meeting with the 
League of Nations Union, Trades and Labour 
Council, Torquay Labour Panty and the LPC. at 
the Empire Cinema, the principal speakers being the 
Labour candidate, Captain Brennan of the Left 
Book Club, and a representative of the L.N.U. 


‘The AoToRa' GROUP had a packed mecting in 
the Group Theatre Rooms, which was addressed by: 
Ronald Kidd, of the National Council for Civit 
Liberties, who had just returned from Czecho- 
slovakia, 

‘There was intense interest in the political situation, 
and a strong resolution was passed. Lewis Casson 
was in the chair, and among those present were Jack 
Hawkins, Lilian Scaife, Barbara Nixon and many 
other well-known actors and actresses. 


HAMPSTEAD held a really magnificent crisis 
pweeting, which was advertised by a distribution of 
10,000 leaflets through the borough. Not only 
was the Town Hall packed, but by 8 o'clock 
there were hundreds of people outside unable to 
gain admission. These were led off to South Hill 
Park, where an open-air meeting was held, but by 

_ 9 o'clock another big crowd had asscmbled outside 
the Town Hall. 

Meanwhile, a paralle) meeting was being held at 
Bromsborough Hall, in the more working-class 
quarter of the borough. 

At the Town Hall, the speakers were Elwyn 
Jones, Edgar Young, Paul Eisler, and the Deputy 

+ Mayor of Brno. Alter the meeting the audience, 
joined by the crowds outside, marched through 
‘Camden Town to Downing Street, gathering fresh 
people all the way< On their arrival a deputation 
of two was admitted 10 present iti 

‘We have been very fortunat 
Paul Eisler, of Czechoslovakia, who has addressed 
@ large number of Groups. 


T= Groups have been most amazingly active 


He was present at a rally at Newcastle City Hall, 
where he received & great welcome. Ife has also 
spoken at Luton, Wolverhampton, Bromley and 
Paddington to crowded audiences. 

AU PADDINGTON where the Group gathered 200 
people ty hear him, 4 nicmbers of the audience 


filled in the rally forms asking for further particulars 
‘of the Left Book Chub, and there wats a collection 
of £10. 

Over $0 p epresemting many ditferet 


shades of political opinion, listened to Paul Bister 
MLEY Public Libary. when he ouslined the 
history of Crcehastovakia and the facts leading up 
to the crisis, and dros the conclusion that the 
peace achieved was not a peace with honour, So 
many people attended the mecting (hat the overflow 
hall had (w be opened up. and was, in due course. 
crowded out. 

One of the unique features of the Club is the fact 
that in crises like the presen: it can gather members 
of all political parties and mone to hear really 
informative speeches on the situation, Ronald Kidd, 
ani Lieut. Com. Edgar Young have also done really 
magnificent service, and the Club has provided 
them the opportunity. 

The TAUNTON Left Dok Club Group held a very 
fine A.RP. and Crisis Mecting, addressed by the 
prospective Labour candidate for the Taunton 
sion. The meeting was heid in the Town fall, ai 
the poster advertising it displayed the words 
™ Hitler means War,” The Borough Treasurer had 
this portion of the poster removed, a circumstance 
which led to the greatest indignation in the town, and 
undoubtedly had something to do with the packed 
meeting which followed. The matter was raised by 
the Labour Party at the next, meeting of the Council, 
and very sicong criticism was expressed of 1 
‘unwarrantable interference with an honest expression 
of opinion and with our democratic liberti 

‘This incident has aroused widespread interest 
through the country. 

LIVERPOOL repons a most successful open-air 
meeting on the crisis and A.R.P. Although there 
was only twenty-four hours’ notice, over 2,000 
people asscmbled. The speakers included prominent 
Labour Party representatives and a well-known 
member of the C.P., while the secretary of the 
Liverpool Area, Mrs. Riddell, was in the chair, 
After the mecting there was a spontaneous march 
through the city to the newspaper offices to leave a 
copy of the resolution passed. Two thousand crisis 
Ieallets were distributed. 
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(B) DISTRIBUTION OF LEAFLETS 


A bewildered public has bcen reading our leaflets 
during the past thrce weeks with the most imense 
{interest and attention, This was because they tried, 
to be really informative and were careful to avoid 
both abuse and mere slogan-shouting. 

Expericnce shows that wherever the new Danger 
leaflet is distributed it is still read with great cager- 
ness. One of our Groups had the enterprise to bring 
‘out a crisis leaflet of its own, which was actually 
issued a few hours before the Chib * Crisis“ Leaflet. 

‘This was the Taunton Group. which plays an 
active part in running the bulletin of the Wessex 
Left Book Club Groups. 

‘Their leafler was only a“ roncoed ™ document. 
it served its purpose admirably, was informal 
pungent and extremely well written. Their bulle 
have also been packed with first-class political news. 

‘One's sole regret is that circulation only runs to 
afew hundreds. The usefulness of these * roncocd . 
political bulletins lies in the fact that they reach a 
very large number of pcople who do not buy any 
political weekly, not even the Tribune. 

Provided that the matcrial is absolutely’ first-rate, 
and this is certainly true of the Wessex bulletin, this 
kind of impromptu journalism can fulfil a tremen- 
dously important function. 

Fred Grocou, of Crowborough, also duplicates 
his own little News Shect and passes it round among, 
his friends, adding a little note to the effect that 
"the dark nights are here and there is an oppor- 
tunity of doing a bit of reading. Why not join the 
Left Book Club which will supply you with a book 
each month, ctc.? Membership entitles you to 
belong to the local Group, the nearest being that of 
‘Tunbridge Wells. To live in ignorance is to court 
disaster !" 

CROOKENHILL, another country Group, has also 
distributed very widely a little broadcast leafict, the 
main text of which is“ Hitler will always take what 
Ibe can get so long as we give him everything he asks 

until, when be has become much stronger than he is 
now, he will ask too much and start a war in which 
‘we shall be compelled to join... we have no 
quarret with the German people, many of whom 
hate Fascism even more than we do. The peace 
countries still have an overwhelming superiority. 
The Fascist powers would not fight if we stood 
together, provided we Ict them know our frm 
imention beforehand. But war is inevitable unless 
Hider is confronted with an overwhelming com: 


All this seems quite strui 
a 1 millions of people just don't know it, 
and there is something particularly persuasive about 
local initiative in getting propaginda of this kind 
across. We want very spcially to commend those 
of our members and groups who are working along 
these admirable lines. 
‘The Group and Arca Bulletins are also very much 
ccaspied with the crisis. Really splendid efforts 
have come in; once again [rom WESSEX, OMINDON, 


LE(CESTER, CROYDON, and LEEDS. From the Leeds 
Dulletin we see what a splendid progranime is being 
run at the Forum this autuma, Fram October | to 
per 5 Ure Following cents took phice : Town 
jen: three Film Shows and 


Socials: si 
ings of the Philosoph; Clas 
Speakers’ Training Class, and a Group m 
the discussion of the book 

The Groups have also been distributi 
crisis leaflets with 3 y. Taunton 
1,000 distributed by the Group and <arottier 1,000 
by the local Labour Party. On top of Ural they sold 
Harry Pollit’s * Ceechostovakia” pamphlet from 
door to door. getting cid of about 1£0 copies 


LEICESTER distributed 25.000 leafets; tl:e MAC. 
CLESFIELD « distributed 12,000. in an area 
within al. 92K oF theme by 
houe-t hisution, 

So great was the interest 
when some of our own stat! occupied their dinner 
hour in distributing theny eutside Fube Stattons, 
people literally queued up to Gike them and nene 
were thrown away. 


allots hat, 


BLACKHEATH orde:ed 4.000 leaflets and the way 
in which they were dealt with is described by the 
convener as follows: " Inwnediitels upon arrival my 
wife, another member's wile and two children and 
myself'set to work to fold the 4,000 leaflets and stamp 
them with the following slogans: 


Discuss uns wart Your NeiGinours 
Snow it to Your Matis! 


then on the Monday and Tuesday evenings before 
Pasliament mel, seven of us distributed them from 
house to house. We worked until midnight. On 
my rounds during the days following 1 made 
frequent reference to the leaflet and in nearly every 
case [ was told that people had been discussing it 
with their neighbours ever since it had been delivered, 
and the husband had taken the leaftet to work. I 
‘am convinced that our leaflets had! the propaganda 
value of at least 20,000 distributed in the streets, 
{ may say that our Group feel that other Groups 
could well adopt some such method of distribution 
‘of any further leaflets issued by the L.B.C.” This 
Group. by the way, is already selling its fourth 
hundred of the (wopenny “ Strachey.” 

Bristol have also distributed many thousands of 
the L.B.C. leaflets. So far from it being the case 
that interest in the crisis is dying down, the truth is 
that disillusionment is spreading. Groups which 
have not yet got their parcels for local distribution 
should write in at once to Victor Gollancz, Lid. 
(14 Henrietta Street, London, W.C.2). enclosing 
remittance with order. The prices are 2s. Gd. for 
$00, 4s. Gd. for 1,000, post free. 


Among many iateresting letters on this question. 
cone bas just come in from NEWPORT where they 
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distributed 10,000 “ Crisis" leaflets, and have 
ordered their first instalment of the Danger 
leaflet. 

‘They are also undertaking to distribute 5.000 of 


the News Chronic 
and they: 


‘A Woman Writes Good-bye, 
2d. 


of Ue 2d, Ha! 


(C) DRIVE FOR 1,500 GROUPS 


L want very camestly to beg individual members 
who read these words and are living in towns where 
there are no Groups, to write in to me at once and 
offer to do what they can to get a Group started, 
We are most anxious 10 give every possible assistance 
‘and to circularise everyone in the neizhbouriood 
when new Groups are formed in this way. All our 
experience, and we have a very great deal, and also 
our positive help in many ways, is entirely at the 
disposal of those who are good enough (o come for- 
ward in this way. 

Tt has been suggested that members should write 
to their [riends in towns where there arc no Groups 
urging them to do something about it. We could 
supply to any of our members who propose to do 
this, any number of newspaper cuttings showing 
what the activitics of the Groups are which they 
could forward with their letters. 

Here are some places in which there arc at present 
0 Groups i— 


Acomb Bicester Cannock 
Alford Biaina Cardigan 
Asmpthill Bollington Camon 
Appleby Bolsover Chatteris 
Arundel Brampton ‘Chesham 
Axminster Bray Cirencester 
Aylesbury Bridport Clonmel 
Ayr - Brockhall Coalville 
‘Bacup Brompton Cockermouth 
Bakewell Buckhurst Hill Coleford 
Bampton Burford ‘Colwyn Bay 
Bamoldswick  Bumiley Darwen 
Belper Buxton Daventry 
Beverley ‘Callington Deddingion 


Devizes Marlow Sutton 
Dindsll Metton Coldield 
Dovercourt Mowbray Sundcon, 

D Naty ich 


Iaworth 


Newaha 
Newton 

Falmouth, Abbot 
Faversham Oashunr 


Truro 
‘Tylornior 
Cuorerer 


Goon. 
Masts) 


Uarlech 

Marra 

Hanworth Wargrive 
Harvich Welling 
Hexham : Wellingboro’ 
Kempston Sheilord Whieeburch 
Kidwelly Shihngion Wigton 
Kirkcaldy Shosenivsat Willenhall 
Launceston Sion Mills Willingham 
Leek Sissinghurst. Winterton 
Leominster Kem Woburn 
Limerick Soulnwold Wokingham 
Londonderry Stone Yaxley 


Loughborough Stomoway 


‘also the following London Postal Districts = 
S.W9, NAV. SWS. 


(D) GROUP ACTIVITY 


BOURNEMOUTH not only held a very successful 
crisis meeting with Paul Eisler, as mentioned above, 
but, working in the closest collaboration with the 
Labour Party, sent a deputation to the Borough 
Member, passed important resolutions at mass 
meetings, and is doing remarkably well in every way 
‘at its new headquarters—Democrat Hall. Mr. J. S. 
Frieze, who has recently returned from a visit to 
‘Russia, has been lecturing on his experiences. 

| ROUTH SHIELDS, after a period of quiescence. has 
" come to life and at its rooms—Unity Club—it is 
holding @ series of extremely interesting meetings, 
including a Political Class, Discussion Group. 
‘Theatre Guild, an Esperanto Group, and regular 
socials. 


LANCASTER has moved rapidly ahead from the 
state of affairs twelve months ago when the average 
attendance was about a dozen, to its presen 
‘of from 30 to 38. The convener writes : 
been fortunate enough 10 make ten new members 
this week among my fellow workers who, until this 
Chamberlain business, were enlirely unconcerned 
with politics.” This definitely shows that the Left 
Book Club should push hard for membership during 
these days of awakening political consciousness. 
Lancaster is concentrating just at present on running 
weekly meetings designed mainly-to interest non- 
members 

CHESTER from whom we have not heard for @ 
ong while, is nevertheless very much alive, and now 
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us its own headquarters. The Group became very 
active on the streets during the peak of the crisis 
with the distribution of leaflets. A Left Theatre 
Guild has been started and has entered the Chester 
Amateur Dramatic Competition. They are produc- 
ing “ Twentieth Century Lutlaby.” The Chester 
rally (ook place on October 29. 


BOUTHEND, a flourishing Group, strongly empha- 
sises the value of having a Theatre Guild working in 
close contact with the Group. The convener points 
out that it gets in young people of no political views 
and then passts them on to the Group as such. 
This Group finds that its most active members are 
already up to the eyes with so many responsibil 
that itis difficult for them to do everything that they 
{cel they ought to do in connection with the Group. 
‘There are two morals to this: (1) There is no more 
important work than Left Book Club work, and a 
certain number of people should regard it as their 
work for the movement and leave other responsi- 
bilitics for other people. (2) Lt is tremendously 
portant to pull in able people at presem doing 
nothing at all get them to shoulder Left Book 
‘Club responsibilities as their primary job. A very 
large number of our most able conveners arc peaple 
of this kind, 


MAMPSTEAD reports a first-rate A.R.P. meeting at 
which the speakers stressed the importance of taking 
adequate measures immediately to secure the saicly 
of the public. They also had a very fine cri 
meeting which we have already mentioned, and 
among other events during the last month Barbara 
Low opened a most interesting discussion on the 
Psychological causes of social unrest. 


is a quict little part 
ivity is at a very 
Tow ebb. However, we have one or two extremely 
active Groups there and during the summer a really 
splendid rally was held at Ryde. The energetic Ryde 
convener, Mrs. Elliout, has now got a Group going 
at St. Helens, where the little nucleus has been 
working tremendously hard with leaflets. They are 
running a social in November for Spain. 


OATERHAM and WOLDINGHAM are doing cxtrcmely 
useful work in an essentially middle class district of 
Surrey. They report that last year they had a 
membership of six, whereas the membership to date 
is ewemy. Discussions have been held during the 
year on the Choices, “The Popular Front,” 
* Socialism," “* India" and "* Spain” : they have 
given two film shows on Spain and China: collec- 
uons have amounted to £10 and have gone to Spain, 
Qhina, Unemployment, and towards the expenses of 
the Group. The programme has also inctuded 
rambles, competitions and a Onc-day Summer School 
with Professor Levy. Groups often ask how they 
an make money. This le Group raised 16s. in 
an interesting competition, the object of which was 
to Gill in a number of missing words of topical inter- 
national interest, The prizes were a book token and 
a book. The level of intelligence in Caterham must 
be exusordinarily bigh for [ must confess that [ 


should not have guessed more than five out of the 
70 words ! 


MATLOCK: Another Group from which we have 
heard nothing at all and which we might ca 
imagined 10 be extinel. ‘The revers 
Regukir mectings have been held with an a 
attendance of about 10; 150 wopennies have bey 
sold and 7,000 * Crisis“ leallets were distri« 
buted over a wide arca including a number of 
villages. Matlock is planning re 
cach month, to be opened by their own mentbers, 
Whist Drive to pay for the 
all leading up to the annual meeting in January. 
They 8 more twopennics, and 
getting behind the Trifune. A good record 
work. 

MIDDLESBROUGH, Which had a most successful 
rally (thousands were turned awity), is now settled 
in its new Club rooms. A most interestin 
varied programme is being worked out, 


is the case, 
Be 


regular Cine shows on a small scaic in the rooms, 


Language Groups: German and French --The: 
Guild, Christian Book Club, and so. on, 


The 
ukage Section, which it is hoped will eventually: 


form an important part of the Chud’s actisities, has 
discussed the political situation as reported in 
EHumanite. The reading and discussion of foreign 
papers by such Groups is obviously of the greatest 
possible importance and interest. 


GALE reports musical evenings and_ informa! 
discussions. They have a mailing list of 70 and an 
attendance of from 15-20 at Group meetings. Here 
is a tip which other conveners might follow For 
Morton's A People's History of England, instead of 
sending out the usual card of notification I sent out 
@ letter describing briefly the possible points for 
discussion. This definitely increased the attend- 
ance." The convener reports that whenever he 
Feccives the namie and address of a new nrember he 
immediately writes a personal letter inviting them to 
the discussions of ibe Group. giving details of their 
activities; but he believes that personal visitation 
would be very much more effective. The crisis 
leaflet was distributed 10 $,000 houses. A scrics of 
‘open-air meetings was held which were a great 
success. A first rate Kecturer on The Battle for 
Peace has been obtained and there will be refresh: 
ments at this mecting, at which they are expecting 
‘an exceptionally large crowd, 

Here is a new kind of Group. It is the 8T. PAUL'S 
QHUROH, HULME, Group, which consists of six 
‘persons enrolicd as a corporate member of the Left 
Book Club. Five of them are young men resident 
in Hulme (Manchester): four of them subscribe 6d. 
a month and the other «wo 3d. cach per month. 


STOCKLAND GREEN (Birmingham): Here is a n=w 
Group that is just getting on its feet, and as they say, 
they have been so tremendously busy in connection 
with the crisis that they. had no time to collect their 
gas masks ! Thousands of crisis leaflets have been 
distributed. They are organising a Film Show and 
are looking forward to a successful fusure, 
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During the past two months the BELFAST Group 
has been very active. On July 3ist they organised a 
car nun to the Mourne Mountains, followed by tea 
in Newcastle, during which Hugh Todd told them 
of his visit to the Paris Peace Conference as repre- 
sentative of the Belfast Trade Council. 


__ After the Paris meeting several people in Belfast 
formed a N. Ireland Peace Council which called a 
Conference on September 10th. To this well-attended 
Conference the L-B.C. were invited to send two dele- 
gates who were eventually elected on the Counc’ 

The Dramatic Group meeting at the beginning 
was very successful, and having accepted the offer 

_ of a capable Belfast producer, rehearsals of Fenner 
Brockway's “The Devil's Business” were com- 
menced immediately for production at the end of 


October. The response to the appeal for Discussion 
Group membership was very good, over 50 subscrip- 
tions of 2s. 6d. being sent in during the first few da 

While this is an increase on last year’s number it is, 
still not satisfactory when we consider that there are 
‘over 400 Club subscribers in the Belfast Area, The 
formation of provincial Groups is rather disappoint- 
ing. the Dungannon Group being the only one 
functioning. Provincial members are asked to send 
in their names 10 the Belfast Committee, which will 
advise them of nearest Club members. The Com 
mittce also invite Belfast members who may be 
interested in the Discussion or Dramatic Groups to 
send their names to S. If, Bell, 17 Union Street, 
Belfast, from whom they will receive he Monthly 
Circular advising them of the monthly meetings. 


(E) POLITICAL TRAINING CLASSES 


Tam glad to report that Political Training Classes 
are being started up by morc and more of the 
Groups. The object of these classes is to give a 
more intense training than can be obtained from the 
fortnightly or monthly discussion on the books. 

Everywhere the progressive movements are des- 
perately in need of trained leaders. 

When an international crisis breaks upon us. 
‘experience in organisation, even when coupled with 
energy and enterprise, prove utterly insufficient if 
they are unaccompanied by a real grip on the facts 
of the situation and its real significance. 


Classes are now running in Nornh London, 
Croydon. Manchester, Leeds, MidJlesbrough, Stoke- 
on-Trent, Stallord, Nottingham, and the Medw 
towns. 

Camden Town has its admirable Political Kinder- 
garten, and Nottingham, (am very glad to so 
commenced its own Training Class on Wednesday, 
October 26th, 

The Central London Political Training Class, 
tutor Dr. John Lewis, meets at No. 9 Hop Gardens. 
St. Martin's Lane. every Tuesday at 8 p.m., and is, 
studying Problems of Democracy and the Meaning 
of Fascism. 


(F) KINO 


Available for immediate use by Left Book Club 

. Groups is a new and important Soviet sound film 

(with English tittes in full). It is called “If War 

Should Come.” Groups are urged to consider the 

' organising of a show of this film in their area as 
soon as possible, 

‘The importance of the film lies in the fact that the 
Sovict Union is shown as a real force for Peace, 
strong enough to resist any aggression. Documen- 
tary material of Red Army mancuvres gocs to show 
that the Soviet Union is an invaluable and powerful 
ally in any system of collective sccurity against 
Fascist aggression. Indeed. any such sysicm would 
depend on the Soviet Union's support to be effective. 
‘This ig a question on which a good deal tums nowa- 
days, as witness the events of the past few weeks. 

The film lasts 45 minutes and costs £2 5s. to hire. 

. The political situation forcibly places the question 
of helping Spain to the fore. Here again there are 
several very fine films available for use in Spain 

campaigns. indeed, films are quite indispensable to 
i baa huge audiences, with 


For instance, ask Ean Lewisham Labour Panty 
wow they feck about the use of films. During the 
hangover from the crisis days, they ran a show of 


Spanish Earth. had an audience of 1,100 and raised 
£67 10s. for Spain. Or ask the London Region 
Spanish Youth Foodship Commitee, who showed 
Spanish Earth in the height of summer at the St. 
Pancras Town Hall, had an audience of 1,000 and 
collected £30, ‘These examples can and shoutd be 
repeated ail over the country. 

In addition to Spanish Earth, several fine films 
are available which have been hardly shown at ail. 
There are Ivor Montagu’s two films Behind Spanish 
Lines and Spanish A.B.C., which are not only first 
rate technically, but moving and human. Then , 
there is Help Spain, which was made by the National 
Joint Commiuce for Spanish Relief, and which is a 
Surefire moncy raiser. 

Experience has proved time and time again that 
there is really no Giner way of rousing public support 
for Spain than by using these films in conjunction 
with public meetings. Sydenham L.B.C. Group tried 
it some months ago, and raised £15 from an audience 
of 250. In the early part of this year a show at 
Bishops Stortford organised by the L. 
£15 for Spain from an audience of 100. 
too “new " or“ difficult.” Book right away, 

All our readers should make a point of going to 
sce Shaw's Pygmalion, and in anticipation of « 
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general release, all film Groups, and indced all Left 
Book Club Groups, should write in to their local 
managers and ask them to put it on. Even a good 
fim like this docs not necessarily come to every 


(G) THE 


As an excellent example of the kind of thing that 
is being done by the L-B.C. Theatre Guild, the 
GHEFFIELD LEFT THEATRE CLUB is producing a 
three-act play of life in a colliery village. by an 
unemployed colliery deputy. As in many of these 
‘ventures, production is largely a co-operative busi. 
ness, and rehearsals resolve themselves into dis- 
cussions either on the theatre or on colliery. 

‘The author, George Fullard, auends all rehearsals 
‘so that, in the words of Mrs. Rutclifle, the producer, 
© the Group is getting that rirest of combinations, a 
play that is created under constant check on both 
fact and dramatic significance.” 

Here is a play written simply and solely in the 
interests of the mining community, by a man with 
over 30 years" experience as a colliery worker. 

But there are other problems just as near to 
human experience that are being handled in a similar 
manner by the Guild, John Allen has just got out 
Living Newspaper, No. 2, on A.R.P., which has been 
written by Andrew Campbell and members of the 
Left Book Club Theatre Guild Summer School. 

Here is a play that has red-hot significance, and 
.we are glad to learn that it has been taken up with 
great enthusiasm all over the country. John Allen 
is also engaged in working up a play on the Muni- 
cipal Elections, with the assistance of Tom Harrisson 


town: in fact many towns show a series of cxtra- 
ordinarily bad lilms, although they possess super 
picture houses. Managers cespond almost instantly 
fo pressure of tls kind. 


DRAMA 
and the Mass Obscevatianists, which lonks very 
promising. 

very week we gel an enormous amount of 


detailed news from the dill 
‘On Guard for Spain 
“Waiting for Lefty 
the Day 1 Dx 
* Provessor Ma 


cnt Groups, showing 
Twentieth Century 

Where's that 
Private Hicks," 
nlock,” and many 


The overseas Groups are nota bit behind in this 
work. und in JOHANNESBURG, in parbcil the 
drama is put Lo the very greatest use in helping | 
unite progressives of every kind, Indeed, they report 


that the drama is almost * thy only setiv its hat ean 
be presented (a all colours of skin and po! 
A very imeresting piece of news comes in from 


RICHMOND. The Left Nook Club Theatre Guild 
here performed * Union Vabel” at at dasice organised 
by the local branch of the Natwonal Union af Clerk 
which has only recently been formed. A large 
proportion of the audience were fairly new to this 
kind of thing, but the play went down extremely 
welll 

“This linking up of the Theatre Guild with Trade 
Unions is of teemendous importance. 


(®) THE CHRISTIAN BOOK CLUB 


‘The following new Groups are being organised : 

Bata : Major T. Grenfell, 30 Marlborough 
Buildings, Bath. 

Bouton: C.'M. Lambert, 16 Nixon Road, 
Bolton. 

Birsancuia: W. P. Thistlethwaite, Wood- 
brooke, Selly Oak, Birmingham. 

Gnreenoc: F. D. Hendry, 1 Lomond Road, 
Greenock. 

Newcasris-on-Tyne: Allan A Shaw, 29 Alex- 
andra Road, Heaton, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Ramsoate: Mrs. E. Cowan, 12 High Street, 
Ramsgate, Kent. 


@) WINTER 


Prospect Tours have arranged a Christmas 
holiday in Paris from Friday, December 23rd, 10 
Tuesday, December 27h, at an inclusive price of 
£4 173, 6d, The tour includes a visit by coach to & 
Popular Front municipality to see the social services, 
and a round of entertainments, while the Poris 
Trades Council will be holding a big international 


Rev. Canon J. C. Norrish, The 

Barton, Torquay. 

Wixstow: G. Walter Shipway. ~ Yungping,” 
85 Manchester Road, Wilmslow, via Man- 
chester. 


The CLEMENGE HALL Christian Book Club Group, 
Elmington Road, S.£.5, are organising a conference 
‘on Saturday afternoon, December 10th, followed by 
fa (ea and an evening session, The subject will 
© The Struggle for Religious Freedom in Germany, 
and Mrs. C. R. Buxton and Dr. John Lewis have 
‘been asked to speak. 


HOLIDAYS 


gathering over Christmas in which 10 British 
Trades Councils will be co-operating. Members of 
the Prospect Tour party have been extended a 
hearty welcome. 

Prospect arc also arranging a number of New 
‘Year holidays, including a party leaving for Moscow 
on December 26th. During the winter months, by the 


SERIES 
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way, the inclusive price (including the journey there 
and back) is reduced-to 16s, per day. This parly 
travels overland leaving London on December 261% 
and arriving back on January 7th. All-in cost £16 13s. 
A Winter Sports Party will leave London for 
‘Chamonix on December 31st. Cost for 9 days will be 
£6 19s, 6d,, for 16 days £3 19s. 6d. Last year there 
was big Left Book Club comingent. All enquiries 
Greet to Prospect Tours, Ltd, 115 Shaftesbury 
‘Avenue, Cambridge Circus, London, W.C.2. 

For those who cannet fit their holdiays ia with 
Prospect Tour plans anumber of French holidays 
with Left Book Club leaders are being 
arranged in connection with the French Ilotel Plan. 
There will be partics for Paris on November 25th 
and December 9th, leaving London on the Friday 
‘and returaing on the Tuesday evening. The inclusive 


(3) GROUP 


Duplicating 

I am frequently asked for the names of good 
duplicating firms, There are (wo known to me who 
work at very reasonable rates and do a great deal 


we throughout 
itself of 
ra charge, 


cost is £4 19s. 6d. Each party will 
its stay in Paris, the possibility o! 
special Lours and lectures without 2 
under the guidance of a Keader ull 
the French Popular Front and its activin 
possible far members on this tour to return on the 
Monday instead of the Tuesday, or even to leave 
fon the Saturday. Full particulars ean be obtained 


from Dr. Lewis, 14 Henrietta Strect, Covent 
Garden, W.C.2, 
1 should like to add co aur list of Left Wing Guest 


combe ill, 
ndings with @ 


Houses, Hillside Guest Howe. F 
Gadalming. In delightful surrey 


proprietor keenly interested ii Celt Wing educar 
tional work, this would make an admirable guest 
house for a week-end school, but it ix just as 


pleasant for indisidual hoiidays. 


BUSINESS 


of Left Nook Club and Left Wing work, They are? 
‘he Eastern General Ageney, 3 Stepney Green, 
London, E.L (STE 2350), and the Anglo-Con- 
tinental Secretarial Rureau, 303° igh Holborn, 
London, W.C.1 (OL. 9H). 


NEW CLUB PREMISES 


WO new Left Book Club premises have 
just been opened, at Paddington and Le:ces 
ter, 


The PADDINGTON premises consist of the upper 
rooms of a large house in Sutherland Avenue. There 
fs an admirably furnished club room, with casy 
chairs and bookshelves, a room for mectings, 
holding 40 or 50 people, two large commitice 
rooms, and a buffet. 

At the opening ceremony there were represcnta~ 
tives of the Labour Party, including the Labour 
candidate and two Labour Councillors, taking part. 
along with representatives of the ‘Communist Party, 
the Y.C.L, Trades Council, and other organisations. 

‘The entire work of decorating the rooms and 
furnishing them has been carried through by the 
members themselves, who have made a simply mar- 
yellous job of it. The Paddington Group arc respon~ 
sible for a little local news sheet, called The Citizen, 
which will be duplicated and published from the new 
rooms. 

‘The Left Book Club Theatre Guild will hold is 
rehearsals here, and there will be political waining 
classes and the ordinary group mectings and act 
ties. Above all, it will serve the purpose of bringing 

peaple together informally at odd times, which will 
mean the growth of a real Left fellowship in the 
Paddingion district. 

‘The LEICESTER room is really @ small hall, seating 

mbout 100 people, together with a small kitchen. 


Here again the place was put in onler and decorated 
entirely by members of the Group. The place was 
Iiterally packed out when I formally opened the 
premises on a Sunday afternoon. 

‘Once again there was a fine gathering, representing 
every shade of Left political opinion in Leicester. 
fnchuding the Parliamentary Labour candidate, the 
Viee-chairman of the Labour Paety and representa 
wes of the League of Nations Union Youth Group, 
the Peace Council, the Communist Parly, and the 
Y¥.C.L. 

Te was a most happy occasion. and the keenness 
and enthusiasm of this really fine band of workers 
very easily explains how it was that they were able 
to distribute 25,000 copies of the crisis leaflet in 
Leicester. 

The number of premises already opened is now 
twenty-wo, The first to be opened were the Cam 
bridge Centre, which is now a meeting place for a 
large number of Left organisations in the town as 
well as for the local Group. and the Leeds Forum, 
which has a subscribing membership of over 200. 
The Forum is open every night in the week, and 
refreshments are provided. 

They possess their own piano, duplicator, cigarette 
machine, typewriter, office desk, share in a loud- 
speaker and ample furniture. This centre has been of 
‘enormous valve, in gathering people who have 
subsequenily become enthusiastic workers for the 
Labour Party and other: organisations, in the holding 
of debates and for political training: classes. 
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OHESTER report that they have found a very suit- 
able room which, although in a somewhat barren 
condition when it was taken over, has been trans- 
formed by the labours of the Group into a pleasant 
but simply furnished rendezvous. They are hoping, 
very shortly, to take in various weekly and ntonthly 
periodicals which members do not have the oppor- 
tunity of reading as a rule. A Wall Newspaper is also 
in operation. The room will be known as “Unity 
Centre” and is sub-let to the Labour League of 
Youth on Monday evenings. The Left Book Club 
Theatre Guild occupy the room on Tucsdays and 
Fridays, while on Wednesdays and Saturdays, the 
room is open to all members of the cenure as a 
general rendezvous. 


NOTTINGHAM have been it occupation of their 
naw premises now for a fortnight, They consist of 
three rooms, which will be suitable for all purposes. 
They are starting a library, and a political (ea 
class consisting of six lectures at fortnightly intervals. 
‘They are also planning a Film Society, and a Music 
Section. 


‘The GAMDEN TOWK Club Room, which is in some 
ways unique, has been opened for some montlis now, 
and consists of the first Noor above the local pro- 
gressive bookshop. The premises consist of wo 
ssnall coms which have been knocked into ane, and 
@ gas stove, sink and cupboards are in the smaller 
part, The other part contains scating accommoda- 
tion for about 30 people, and at a pinch 50 people 
can be crushed in. There are wo tables, a typewriter, 
@ gramophone and a couple of banjos. The rooms 
are run by @ commitce of six, one of whom is on 
duty each evening and is responsible for welcoming. 
new members, preparing (ea at 10 p.m., and tuning 
‘oul the lights, There are various methods of raising 
funds in wse al the moment: @ box for the half- 
pennies of dart losers; a similar box for pingpong. 
players; a charge of Id. per cup of tea; raffles at odd 
imervals, etc, Not only have they been able to pay 
their own way, bul they have done catremely well for 
Spain, considering that they are quite a small Group. 
In three months they raised just under £10. A fairly 
full programme throughout the week has been 

drawn up. Every Tuesday there is a political study 
elass—at the moment a Political Kindergarten. On 
‘Wednesdays there is cither a talk, discussion or 
debate on a wide range of historical, economic or 
political subjects, On Thursday the Drama Group 
tehearses, while Friday is devoted to the Speakers 
Class. Nothing definite has been found for Satur- 
days, but the rooms are always open for odd jobs, 
convenience of members, semi-socials, etc. Sunday 
‘evening is devoted 10 a semi-musical social, 10 which 
all are made welcome. After the rooms had been 
‘opened for some weeks a tendency was observed for 
in on evenings when there was 
nothing in particular planned, Moreover, they began 
to see peopte who had dropped out, or who rarcly 
came before. Soon it became unusual to find tho 
place deserted. so that al the present time, when the 
official Wusiness is over and ten is served, somebody 


may bring out a banjo, and for half an hour there 
may be a good imitation of a Sunday social. The 
convener reports that the acquiring of communal 
premises has assisted the growth of the Group in an 
amazing manner. It niakes all the difference if 

¢ has a stabilised foes! point, and if members 


CROYOON are opening rooms quite near List 
Croydon station in the very near future, They will 
be collaborating with the Russia To-day Sucicty in 
this venture. 


While we are discussing the question of pr 
something ought to be suit about libraries, 
because every Group aught to possess a ibrar 
Because if you 
be housed samewhere, and this suggests thet 
Group should own its own Cludroom. 

‘One of our members writes in 1 say diet many 
people can be first put in touch with the Left Book 
luby by being lent our hooks front Group Libraries. 
Furthermore, the Group can accumulate in its 
library a representative collection of education, 
supplementary, and adhl:tional books which ean be 
made available for both old and new members of the 
Club, Even where we have nor premises of our own 
it may sometimes be pessidle to secure a big shelf 
of a cupboard on otles premsses. ‘This idea is well 
worth taking up. 

1 fect convinced, fram my own experience, that 
there must be scores of Lett Book Club members 
whose shelves are lined with quite valuable books 
which they themselves seldom either read or even 
consult. I have frequently had the utmost dilliculty 
in getting rid of quite valuable and extremely read- 
able books and yet I had to do so in order to make 
more room on my shelves for new' additions. On 
the other hand practically all our new Left Dook 
Club Centres are clamouring for books to put on 
the shelves of their libraries. I should be deeply 
grateful, therefore, if any of our members, having 
surplus books, would offer them to the group 
Tibraries. If they will write in to me at 14 Henrietta 
Street, I will endeavour to make arrangements. 
roups. by the way, meets 
ry. This consists oF 8,000 
books mainly on social ical subjects. Since 
the library was first formed nine months ago, 
the membership has riscn to 1,000. One of the 
Left Book Club Groups and the Edinburgh Unity 
‘Theatre have already made the library their head- 
quarters. 

The East Norfolk Labour News reports that 
arrangements have been completed between the 
Norwich Group of the Left Book Club and the East 
Norfolk Labour Party whereby members of the 
Pany can borrow books through the Divisional 
Office, 57 Bethe} Strect. Norwich. They give a 
list of the books avaitable with a bricf account of 
each, The books are sent by post to any member of 
the East Norfolk Labour Party which eovers a 
pretty wide agricultural area. 


One of the Edinburgh 
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SPECIAL 


Left Book Club Choirs and Orchestras 


‘We are very glad to report a new development for 
which we have been hoping for a considerable while. 
Both LEIGEATER and NOTTINGHAM arc (rying to 
organise a Left Book Club Choir and Orchestra. 
This is an idea which ought to be widely taken up, 
‘end we should be very glad indeed to hear from our 
musician members who would be prepared to assist 
both by conducting and participating, and also by 
helping to select suitable music and songs. 


School Groups 


Jam very glad to report that we have a successful 
groupat Abbotsholme School, at Uttoxeter, Stafford- 
shire. The convener writes: “1 hope the question of 
Groups in schools has not been forgotenas there are 
several schools [ know of where Groups could be 
started, and by this 1 mean not Junior Groups (also 
a very welcome development of course) but ordinary 
Groups comaining masters.” 

From BRYANSTON SOHOOL comes a letter to the 
¢ffect that a good many Left Dook Club members in 
the GLANDFOAD (Dorset) district, are members of 
the school, but they have not yct found time to 
organise as a Discussion Group. 

We should be glad to hear from any schools in 
which Left Book Club Discussion Circtes, whether 
formal or informal, are meeting. 


Lawyers’ Group 
‘This Group has a mailing list of 80 with an 
attendance of beiween 20 and 30, lis mectings are 
open to all persons connecied professionally with 
the law, including, of course, clerks, and is not 
festricted to members of the Club. The Group 
discusses problems in which lawyers are profession- 
ally interested, together with an occasional discussion 
on one of the choices. For the forthcoming Icgal 
qlerm, discussions on A.R.P., Trade Union Law and 
utes Act of 1927, The Soviet Bar, and 
possibly Spain and Imernational Law, have been 
organsed. Plans are also under foot for a social 
evening wo take the form of a Mock Trial. The 
convener, c/o 14 Henricta Street, Covent Garden. 
W.C.2, would be delighted to hear from anyone 
interested. 1 should like to add that the Lawyers" 
Group did ycoman service in providing @ very 
large number of speakers on Justice in England. 


Readers’ and Writera’ Group 

Recently held their annual meeting. The Retiring 
Committce was re-elected en bloc and the aims of 
the Group were re-affirmed. They are, in sum- 
murised form: to arrive at a clearer understanding 
‘of the relationship between literature and society: 
to demonstrate that literature has its basis in the 
tproad masics of the people and is not the exclusive 


GROUPS 


preserve of a privileged section of he community. 
Tt also aims at bringing readers and writers into 
closer relationship, hoping thus lo enrich the content 
of the writers’ work. 

‘One of the most successful of their recent meetings 
was on Friday, October 14th, when Pamela Hansford 
Johnson spoke on “Women, Literature and the 
Left.” Miss Johnson's recent navel, The Monument, 
is the first novel known to me in which a Left Book 
Club Group plays 4 quite definite part and is des- 
cribed with a good deal of actual knowledge and 
insight. On November 11th, Armistice Day. the 
Group will be holding a meeting at the Conway Ulall, 
‘on “Litermure and Peace.” to be addressed by 
several of the most prominent names in English 
Titerature to-day. 

The Literature Discussion Circle meets once a 
fortnight on Wednesdays, AL its first mecting, 
Maurice Richardson spoke on Ralph Fox's Nore! 
and the People. The next three meetings will be 
devoted (o discussions on Jane Austen and D, 1. 
Lawrence. 

The Group now meets at the Group Theatre 
Roonis, 9 Gt. Newport Street. near Leivester Square 
Tube Station, The Sceretary, who will very gladly 
give full particulars of all mieetings, is Mr. B. P. 
Barker, 51 Sandmere Road, S.WA. 


Corresponding Group 

The Scerctary of this Group is Miss Ursuta Fookes, 
71 St. Mary's Mansions, Paddington, London, W.2, 
who links up Left Book Club members with corres 
spondents both in this country and all over the 
world. Overseas contacts are urgently wanted, par- 
ticularly in the United States. 

‘Several PHILATELISTS have written in from time to 
tine suggesting a Stamp Collectors’ Group. Amongst 
the world-wide membership of the L.B.C, there must 
be a considerable number interested. The last 
suggestion comes from Mr. George Cahill, P.O. Bor 
10), Fremantle, Western Australia. 


Si 


ntists’ Group 


This Group has arranged a complete series of 
weekly mectings on such subjects as “Acri 
fare," “War Preparations and Civil 
in War Time,” "The Position of 
the Scientific Worker in Relation to Wa 
meetings will take place as advertised elsewhere, on 
‘Mondays at 8.15 at the University Labour Club. 
The Scientists’ Group is most anxious to develop 

incial Groups throughout the country and they 
are hoping to issue shorly a quarterly Hulletin which 
will be available for individual Left Book Club 
sciemists all over the world. There are proposals on 
Foot to bring into existence a Scientists’ Group in 
Leicester, and I am very glad to report a week-end 
conference for Engineers and Scicntists organised 
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by the Rugby Left Book Club Group, at which the 
main speaker was Mr. G. C. Garton, formerly 
research engineer with British Thomson-Houston, 
who spent four years as a technician in the 
USSR. 


Poets’ Group 

Has just issued the fourth number of Poetry and 
the People, a reaily delightful litte journal contain- 
ing new poems by Jack Lindsay. Aleere Brown, and 
oihers. ‘The Summer number of Pactry and the 
People was sold out. 


OVERSEAS GROUPS 


MONTH BY MONTH 


by Dr. John Lewis 


Organiser of the Local Groups 


AUSTRALIA 


£ understand that Dr. S. E. Williams, 
assisted by wo others, is taking steps lo 
publish in Syda-y an A(l-Australian Let 
Book Club Bulletin, to link up the Groups 
‘over the whole continent. We have been urging 
this for a considerable time, and we are particu 
larly glad to hear that the scheme has now reached 
a definite stage. 1 want to ask every Group in 
Australia (o co-operate in this venture, and to send 
in regular reports of their activitics to Dr. Williams, 
Physics Depariment, Sydney University. 


EW GOUTH WALES 


Dr. S. E, Williams has also sent in an extremcly 

ineresting gencral report of activitics in @YDNEY, 
where membership is now up to 700 and there are 
seven or eight Groups operating within the Metro- 
politan Area, with about three others in preliminary 
stages, It is hoped that @ new Group will shortly be 
staried at QUILDFORD, about 30 miles from Sydney. 
should like to quote one sentence from Dr. 
letter, referring to one of these Groups: “Not till 
they iaunched out from private homes to a public 
hall did they start moving upgrade.” This is a point 
that 1 am always tying to rub into new Groups, 
which are sometimes too content to remain lite 
Private discussion circles. 

‘The Sydney Centra’ Executive has been worried by 
the same problems as those experienced in our 
largest ci Sydney is not much smaller in area 
than London. and there is always a tendency in big. 
Gities for the suburban Groups to carry on separate 
existences while the central Group tends to languish. 
‘These difficulties can be overcome by sciting up a 
czntral Group which has @ merely nominal existence 
as a nile, but correlates the ar lies of the subsidiary 
Groups, and organises big central mectings and 
week-end schools from time to time. Preliminary 
arrangements have been made, writes Dr. Williams, 
for a Week-end School (October 22nd), at the W.E.A. 
Summer School, neat Sydney. The programme of 
lectures includes Group organisation, recent books, 


and the [..1.C. in relation to international affairs. 1 
hope to hear in due course of the success of this 
venture. 


Dr. Williams has been working with the new 
QGIENTISTS’ GROUP in Sydincy which consists mainly: 
of young members who are concentrating on hard 
reading (o get a background vf political Knowledge. 
They are in touch with Ure Scientists’ Group in 
London, and 1 hope that later on they will venture © 
organise a “Prustration of Seicnce” Evhibition, 


Summer is coming on in this hemusphere, and the 
LEICHHARDT-ROZELLE Group is thinking of arrang: 
ing a sodial function for the Sydney Groups—a 
launch-picnic or fishing-party, with games for the 
children, There is shortly going to be a Western 
Suburbs banner. for use collectively in processions 
in Sydney. The names of the Groups can be inscribed 
upon it. 

Geofirey Cumine reports the first public function 
to be arranged in New South Wales by the Left Book 
‘Club, a lecture on Russia by Tony McGillick, who 
has just returned from a visit there, This meeting 
was held in Balmain Town Hall, with an audience of 
132, and was the most successfull public mecting to 
be held in this hall for some years past. The whole 
thing was very carefully arranged, with a film show 
and a good distribution of Left Book Club leaflets. 


BROKER HILL, which in our ignorance: of geography 
we supposed to be somewhere near Sydney, (ums out 
to be on the extreme westem border of New South 
Wales, 500 miles from Sydney itself. This Group has 
therefore decided 10 work through its own book- 
seller, and not through one in Sydney, The Rev. 
Ww. W. F. Prau, The Manse, 356 Oxide Sureet, 
Broken Hill, would be glad to hear from any Left 
Book Club members in the neighbourhood who are 
not already in touch with him. 


‘cEGSMOCK Group has had a small leaftet printed 
which gives the aims of the Club, particulars about 
‘the books and their prices, and information about 
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Lhe Group’s forthcoming discussion on The Battle 
for Peace. This should prove good recruiting 
medium. 


‘VIOTORIA 

The September number of the Victorian ‘Left News 
Bulletin, issued from 169 Exhibition ‘Surcet, Mel- 
bourne, gives a detailed report of the organisational 
‘conference mentioned last month. The attendance 
‘al this conference was very good and the spirit most 
enthusiastic, and some excellem suggestions for 
Strengthening the movement in Victoria were put 
forward. Those who were present decided to hold 
another similar conference in November, and to 
take stock then of what has been achieved along the 
lines suggested. As there are now over 1,000 members 
in Victoria, Group organisation has become increits~ 
ingly important, and was one of the central topics of 
this conference. It was pointed out (hat a number of 
important districts still had no L.B.C. Group meet 
ing regularly, and some of the members present 
‘undertook to begin work at once in their districts. 
Groups already established agreed to “activise ul 
members in neighbouring territories. Territo i 
gaps in Group organisation were listed, and mem- 
bers leaving the conference were in no doubt as to 
the districts on which they should concentrate their 
attention, The Hawthom Group, for instance, 
undertook to see to the establishment of a Group 
in the adjacent suburb of Kew. Another important 
topic discussed at this conference was the LDC, 
among Trade Unionists. Members agreed that one 
of the best things the L.B.C. could do would be to 
increase the number of Trade Unionists among its 
members, Union Groups, Factory Groups and 
even the securing of an L.B.C. speaker at factory 
gate meetings were mentioned, I am exiremely glad 
that the Left Book Club of Victoria is tackling this 
tremendously important question, which we have by 
no means solved here in England yet. 

‘The GEELONG provincial L.B.C. organisation sent 

‘a fine contingent of members to the conference at 
Melbourne. They reported excellent progress. and it 
seems that the Group's room at Geelong will be- 
come a real Left Book Club Centre. This is good 
news, 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
‘Mss. Quentia Gibson, of PERTH, writes to say that 
the Handbook is going to be a tremendous help in the 
development of local Groups. She asks for a number 
of copies, in view of many letters which she has 
received from country towns asking for information 
‘about organising new Groups. Perth has recently 
+ eireularised all Western Australian Groups within 
feach with an extremely imeresting leuer. This 
points out that there are 300 Left Book Club mem- 
‘bers in Western Australia, but not all of these: have 
been linked up into local Groups. In order to 
improve the uilractivencss and efficiency of the 
Groups, the following suggestions are made, which 
are worth passing cn: 


1. That the Groups fix a Hinrited time for the 
business part of the meeting 


2. Aimless and rambling discussion drives 
people away, hence 
efficient chairaumn, Whe Grours shoukl thet 
Start off with an experienced chairman, eter 
members taking nate of hey methods of 
the discussion to the point. Later on 
member can take the 
experience, 


2. Discussion of the mont! 
the ventral activity. All mentbers should tend 
their books to people likely to by interested, and 
shen invite ther to the Group aicetings for a 
discussion of the 


4. To improve the discrsion on the boo! 
ornted two me 
eh 
eryone in Ue Grog st 
mv the ds 


lecturers should be ay 


bee should g 
the questi 
sion m Un 


ns which wall arise F 
lowiny week 


$. All the len 
together every two 
bringing with them pros} 
These should be publ 
advertised 


ve newt members, 
mectings, and well 


The new Group at FREMANTLE ha: members 
and meets ance a fortinglt. As well as thes discuse 
sion meetings it is doang very good work, andiis beng 
particularly succesful in co-operating with the 
‘Unions and the Labour Party. On October 6th, for, 
instance, the Group screened the fila fen Day's that 
‘Shook the World, in conjunction with the Premantle 
District Australian Labour Party, which covers all 
Unions and A.L.P. branches in Fremantle. This is 
indeed a step in the right direction. The convener of 
this Group is Mr. W. Ancar, 29 Ellen Street, 
Fremantle. 


Just as we go to press an interesting Ictier has 
come in from a new Group al BOULDER, Westen 
‘Australia, The convener, Mr. Roland McRobert, 
tells me that they have quite a good library, with 
‘over 100 books and about 15 members, the stibscrip- 
tion for which is 2s. to join and Is, per month afters 
wards—"very cheap reading for this pan of the 
world.” The Battle for Peace is being read here, as 
elsewhere, with very great interest. The Group has 
managed to sell nearly 200 copies of the Strachey 
pamphlet, which is splendid work. The convener 
goes on to say “we intend to book a block of seats 
when the film Blockade arrives here, and we are 
going to send a letter of cable to the Labour Council 
in Prague, and let them know that Chamberlain has 
not got the support the Press would have them 

I was extremely glad to get this letter from a part 
of Austialia from which we had never previously 
heard. It goes to show that there is good work 
‘g0:ng on even in the most out-of-the-way places. 
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NEW ZEALAND 


WELLINGTON 


Twas greatly imerested to hear that the Wellington 
Group is starting @ new method of advertising the 
Club. This is by radio broadcasting over the com- 
mercial broadcasting service in existence in the 
country. The cost of time on the air is relatively 
quite low in New Zealand. and they get 74 minutes 
for four guineas, which I think they will find is 
money well spent. They plan to have a small amount 
of this time devoted to an announcement of the 
‘Club's aims and activities, followed by reviews of 
different Club books which they are arranging to 
have done by people well known in the community. 
1 hear that Professor G. W. von Zedlitz has agreed 
to give the review on Justice in England. 


AVOKLARD 

‘The public meeting under the chairmanship of 
Professor Belshaw which we announced in the 
October News was a tremendous success. The sub- 
Joct was “What is Socialism?” and the speakers were 
‘Mr. Gordon Watson, M.A., and Mr. E. M. Higgins, 
M.A. Seven hundred people were present, and a 
clear, informative and most effective presentation of 
the case for socialism was given. A very large 


SOUTH 


‘The Left Book Club has taken the Iead in Johas- 
nesburg during the crisis, and has organised some 
‘very enthusiastic meetings. They have invited repre- 
sentatives of many bodies and shades of opinion to 
callaboraie in their campaign, and if this embryo 
united fromt can be accomplished it will be a 
tremendous step forward. This Group is also con- 

_sidering the possibility of a bulletin. Owing to the 
censorship of the ordinary press in South 
Africa, it is even more necessary to have such a 
bulletin here than elsewhere, in order to give people 
“the other side of the news.” I hope that in time it 
may become a printed South African Left Book Club 
Journal. Mr. Burford writes: “The L-B.C. has 
definitely justified its existence, and scems to be the 
only rallying-ground for action. 1 is qualified by 
the fact that real action must have mass support, 
and we cannot claim that—still, in galvanising the 
left-wingers into action we have achieved something, 
and more will follow. 

Tam glad to hear that Johannesburg is now taking 
‘up dramatic activity. This is of particular value in @ 
town where class and race prejudice is strong, and 
dramatic performances help to unite progressives of 
every kind. As we report elsewhere in this part of 
the world drama is “the only activity that can be 
presented to all colours of skin and politics.” 

CAPE TOWN report a good mecting addressed by 
Profesor Talbot of Cape Town University on 
Czechoslovakia. Five hundred Strachey pamphlets 
have been sold by the Group. Leading members of 


number of Strachey pamphleis was sold during 
the mecting. 

"Among other mectings during the last three 
months, Auckland has had a discussion on Towards 
the Civistian Revolution, led by the Rev. H. C. 
Matthew, B.A., B.D., and a fecturer on history at 
‘Auckland University College opened a meeting on 
Morton's People’s History of England, The view 
was put forward at this last meeting that the book 
should be available for all secondary school pupils 
in New Zealand, In September, the Scerctary of the 
Spanish Medical Aid gave a splendid address on 
“Spain and Democracy” in which it was shown how 
different the situation in Spain would have been if 
the Spanish Government bad been allowed to pur- 
chase anti-aireraft guns. Auckland has now held 
three large public meclings, six special fortnightly 
meetings, and fourteen ordinary Club mectings. 
Now that the elections are over (in which every 
active member of the Club has been doing good 
work), the Group is planning its Annual Mecting. 

Our hearty congratulations to all New 
Zealond Left Book Club members on the 
really magnificent victory for democracy and 
social progress in the recent General Election. 


AFRICA 


the Group are exteeniely active behind the Cape 
Town Labour paper, the Guardian, and are largely 
responsible for an admirable little cight-page pam- 
phictentitled The Mustich Swindle, actually one of the 
first pamphlets on the crisis | have seen, which is 
already in circulation. The Cape Town Group has 
now increased its committee to twelve, which ocr 
tainly looks like business. 

Professor Gray’s lecture tour, which J mentioned 
in last momth’s News, was a tremendous success. 
(Professor Gray is Professor of Sociology at the 
Witwatersrand University, Johannesburg.) He gave 
two lectures in BULAWAYO on “Spain” and on 
“Democracy and Fascism” to a large and enthusias 
lic audience. In GAL{BBURY, Southern Rhodes! 
the Group organised a public meeting for him, an 
T should like to quote from the convener’s report of 
this: 


“We were rather nervous as to the possi- 
bilities of the success of a public lecture here as 
Salisbury, being a Civil Service town and the 
‘seat of the Government, is naturally very con- 
servative, and almost exclusively interested in 
its domestic affairs. The results of our venture, 
however, exceeded our wildest expectations. 
‘We thought that if we had an audience of 100 
to 150 we would be doing well, and we actually 
were kept busy carrying extra chairs into the 
hall for an audience of over 250 which had the 
additional feature of being amazingly repre- 
sentative. In the audience we had two of our 
‘Cabinet Ministers, our Chief Justice and several 
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heads of departments in the Civil Service as 
well as leading business men, and of course 
representatives of almost all the European sec- 
tions of the population. . . . Professor Gray 
spoke on ‘Fascism and Democracy’ and received 
an ¢xtremely good hearing. He also gave a 
talk to our Group on ‘Spain’ and we have a 
good attendance and keen discussion as well as 
a collection.” 

‘The organisation of such a tecture tour is a real 
achievement, and | want (o congratulate the Bula- 
wayo and Salisbury Groups on their enterprise. 
received cheques for £12 and £3 for Spain from 
Rhodesia, chiefly as a result of these meetings. which 
[think is magnificent. In addition, Dr. Berry Edney, 
of Bulawayo, has given me an interesting account of 
the Group's discussion technique, which I should 
like to pass on: 

“In order to stimulate the less talkative mem- 
bers of our Group to take an active interest in 
discussions, we are proposing to try the foltow- 
ing scheme: the book to be discussed will be 
divided into convenient sections, or possibly 
chapters, and each section will be given to a 


small Group of members, say three or four. for 
special study. Each small Group of members 
will be asked to appoint a spokesman (prefer- 
ably someone who has not spoken before) who 
will deal with their particular section of the 
book, and be allowed a maximum time, say 10 
ing cach 


person a definite pic: 
how small, that person will be stimulated 10 
lake a more active interest in the discussion 
than if all the work is left to one.” 


T think this is an excellent system, and I recom- 
mend it to the attention of all Groups. both at home 
and abroad. 


PRETORIA is slill going strong. and Left Book Club 
members from many miles away have written in to 
the convener. His extremely important that scattered 
members overseas should get into touch by corres 
spondence with the nearest convener, becoming as it 
were corresponding members of the Group. These 
contacts are of immense value. The Pretoria con- 
vener reporis that there is a small Group of six or 
seven members in WATERFALL BOVEN, 200 miles 
from Pretoria. 


CHINA 


The Left Book Club also has its readers in China, 
and not ail China is within range of the Japanese 
bombers. Dr. Spencer Kennard, of West China 
Union University, writes an extraordinarily interest- 
ing letter informing us of the tremendous progress 

oo. 

Ithas been suggested that Overseas Groups should 
definitely link up with Groups at home, appoining 
perhaps « special member in cach of the Groups thus 


which students are making in West China, the open- 
ing of mass schools, village propaganda, all of which, 
as he rightly says. goes (0 show how desperately 
needed our L.D.C, books are, even in these distant 
parts of the world. 

or 


paired, and exchange news and views through corre- 
spondence. Will people who are interested write in 
and tell us what they think of this idea ? 


LEFT BOOK CLUB GROUPS 


For the benefit of new members it may be said that 1,034 local Left Book 
Club Groups have sprung up all over the country for discussion of the Book of 
the Month, general co-operation and (in some cases) political action. Member- 
ship is entirely voluntary. All interested are asked to get into touch with the Con- 
vener in their District (write to Dr. Lewis, 14 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, 
London, for his or her name and address); they will find it worth while to 
attend one meeting in order to find out whether they would like to become 
regular members of their Groups. 


Notice of meetings intended for this section must reach us before the first 
poston November 21st, 


(a) ADDITIONS TO LISTS PRINTED IN PREVIOUS ISSUES 


ANN. Members in Coleraine, Portrush and Port- 
stewart are invited 10 attend Dann inaugural meeting 
(see under (¢) ). Information can be had from Jum 

+ Mazer, 10 Brook Succi, Colemine, 


DIRMINGHAM CENTRAL GROUP. Miss W. 
Suumuey, 17 | Si. Michects Hill, Handsworth, 
m, 


1 
‘dgbaaton. B. Prius, 299 Gillow 
Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 


BIRMI 
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BO'NESS, West Lothlan. Axparw M. McIxtos 
10 Lite Carriden, Mo'ne: 
CORRESFONDING GROLP. Miss Unsvi 


DANCE DRAMA GROU: 


GLASGOW, RIDDRIE. 
Findhorn Street, Riddrie, Glasgow, FI. 
HEALD GREEN, Cheshire. J. H. Curapwice, 40 
‘The Oval, Heats Green. 
HERTFORD. R. A. D. Hitch, Allesiree. Hertfor 
HEYWOOD, Lancs. H. Woaswick, 13 Rosclictd 
Crescent, Rochdale. 
KENDAL, Weatmorland. Mrs. E. Mooasoust. 20 
Helme Drive, Kendal. 
LONDON, W.C.2. S. H. Tickrit, 11 Craven Sircet, 
Strand, W.C.2. 
LONDON, Brockley, S. Members interested in 
forming a Group In this area please communicate 
with W. C. Perkins, 21 Welland louse, $.E.15. 
LONDON, Shoreditch, N. TAR 
11 Mintern Suet, New 
LONDON, Wanstead E.11, Miss E. Raixnow, 8 The 
Shrubbery. Grove Road, Wanstcad. E11. 
LONDON, YOUTH GROUP, STAMFORD IL 
N.16, L. Nix, 22 West Bank, 
NETHERFIELD, Notts. J. F. Eastwoon, 3. Moor 
Street, Netherfield, Nows. 
NEWCASTLE WEST END GROUP. G. F._B 
73 Westholme Gardens, Newcastle-on-Tyne 5. 

NOTTINGHAM AREA CONVENERS : 
ag og S. Haywoon, 45 Aspley Park Drive, 

spt 

Lenton; A. Jouxstons, 3 Teversal Avenue, Lenton. 
Mappericy: Miss D. Sveen, 67 Kent Road, Marzer- 


Sherwood ; P. Witsox, 64 Victoria Road, sherwowl 
Southwell; Ivor Duxsrorn, Trinity House, Trinity 
Place, Southwell. 


Matcotm Macboxalp, 4 


Woodthorpe: Miss E. Maasnex, 6 Woodthorpe 
‘Avenue, Woodthorpe. 
Gangen, Abersoch, 
Carnarvonshire. 
North Garage. 
Retford, Notts, 
SEDGLEY, Worcs. Miss Alice Houpex, 13 Catholic 
Jane, Sedgley, nr. Dudley. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT DISTRICT : 
Rarslem & Tunstall: Tox Watertoo 
Boakshop, 6) Waterloo Rod, Buelsem. 
Stoke: ARTUR Rcpcr, 19 Grealbach Avenue, 
Penkhull, Stoke, 
Longton & Fenton: Raywoxp Pronyx. 35 Ronald 
Street, Longton, 
Hantey: W. Marstias, 29 Argyle Road, Sneyd 


PWLLINELI, E. C. Newrox, 


RETFORD, Notts. H. E. RULE. 


Rosrats, 


Green, Hanley. 
Wolstanton: W. If aim, 31 Clare Avenus, Wolstan 
ton. 


Newcastle; MARGareT Srrctant. B Grosvenor 
Road, Newcastle, Stalls. 
Professional Group: Aas G. Warp, 340 Princess 


Road, Penkhul, Stoke-on-Trent, 


STRETFORD, Lanes. Will members in the 
Stretford area devirous of joining a new Group 
please communicate with R. Gaay. 9 Lawrence 


Road, Fliston, ‘Telephone No. Urmston 2789. 
TILDURY, Essex. P, Hayes, § Parker Avenue. Tilbury, 
WALLINGFORD. Mrs. L. C. M. Locknant. Pye 

Barn, Moulsford, Berks. 


H.W. Tuoks, Pinksnoll, East Wyld 
Road, Weymouth, Dorset. 

Essex. E.G. Anuss, 21 High 
Road. Woodford Bridge. 
AUSTRALIA: FITZROY. D. Aypraew, 144 
Westgarth Street, Fitzroy, Victoria, Austral 
AUSTRALIA, WESTERN, FREMANTLE, W. 
NEAR, 29 Ellen Strect. 


WEYMOUTH. 


WOODFORD MRIDGE, 


(6) ALTERATIONS TO LISTS PRINTED IN PREVIOUS ISSUES 


BIRMINGHAM, YARDLEY GROUP. Miss Puriuis 
J, CosHat, '46 Sandbourne Road, Ward End. 
Birmingham 

BOURNEMOUTH. Mrs. Svat. Keys, 10 Queens Park 
Avenue, Bournemouth. Telephone Winton 1394, 

BROMSGROVE. C. S. Yearts, Sunnycroft, Finstall 

Road, Bromsgrove. 

CAMBORNE, Cornwall. F. J. Orie, Gweal-on-top. 

Redruth, Cornwall, 

CATERHAM. Miss B.M. Crook, 15 Clareville Road. 
Caterham, 

CHEADLE, Cheshire. Mrs. W, NoLAN, 61 Shakespeare 
Drive, Cheadle. 

CHEADLE HULME. 1. W. Partuax, 9 Croscefictd 
Road, Cheadle Hulme, Stockport 

CHESHUNT. C.G.Ronsats, 


CORBY, Northants. Avex Cormann, 26 Gilchrist 

Avenue, Corby. 
DERBY. Gtonos Trixcuams, 27 Park Grove, Derby. 
DURHAM. Mrs. B. SsuTH, 2 Laburnum Avenue, 


Durham: 
EBBW VALE, Mon. W. Hackes, 21 Brynhculog 
FOLKESTONE, Kent. 


Street, Ebbw Vale. 

Miss ManGaner D. P. Wurre, 

29 Trimworth Road, Folkestone. 

FARROW AND WEALDSTONE. C. C. Wvarr, 112 
College Hill Road, Harrow Weald, Middx. 

"Phone Stanmore $00. 


HARTLEY, Kent. H., J, Rannow, Hazelbank, Castle 
Hill, Fawkham, Dartford, Kent. 
W. Epwis, 87 Harvest Hank Road, 
West Wickham, Kent, 
MEMEL MEMPSTEAD. H. G. Doacert, 3 Mountfield 
Road. Hemel Hempstead, Herts, 
iGSTON-ON-THAMES. AIRED York, 14 Holly- 
bush Road, Kingston. 
LEAMINGTON AND WARWICK. F. W. MuLiey, 
42 Clemens Street, Leamington Spa, 
LONDON PHILHARMONIC ORCUESTRA. Mr. 
Russert, Flat 1, 10 South Hill Park Gardens, 
NW. 
LONDON, BALHAM AND TOOTING, 8.W.12 
and 17. JouN ADAMS, 60 Bickley Street, S.W.17. 
LONDON, CHISWICK, Wa. Miss Ouivs Spicer, 9 
Dumaby Gardens, W,4. 
EDMONTON, N.9. D. W. Biro, 57 
Salisbury Road, Edmonton, N.9. 
LONDON, PUTNEY, S.W.15. lax Cay, 5b Wood= 
borough Road, Pulncy, $.W.15. 
LONDON, STEPNEY, E-l. N. Cones, 17 Albert 
Gardens, EL. 
LONDON, WALTHAMSTOW, E.17. Stantey G. 
‘acom, 25 Albert Road, Walthamstow, E17. 
LONDON, WEST HAM, E.7 and E.15. Miss Svat 
Punuirs, 11 Claremont Road, E-7. 


MAYES, Kent, 


LONDON, 
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Coutver, Rose Cottage, 
Caiver, nt, Shefite 


MILNGAVIE. R. Fyfe, 30 Glasgow Road, Milngavie. 
Glasgow. 

MOUNTAIN ASII, Glam. Stan Nicuiotas. ** Pens 
decn,” Llanwonno Road, Mouatain Ash. 


NEATIL. EB. Davies, “ Walden,” Graig Park, Neath 
Abbey. Neath. 


NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME. Miss M. E. Sra- 
Geant, 8 Grosvenor Road, Newcastle, Staffs. 


NORTHAMPTON. H. Aun, If Market Square, 

‘Northampton. 

Mr. Mappen, 123 Braeside 

‘Avenue, Patcham, Brighton. 

PONTEFRACT AND CASTLEFORD. L. Bick: 

ayy, 323 Fryston Road, Aledale, Castleford, 
orks. 


MATLOCK. A.sear E. 


PATCHAM, Sussex. 


SOUTII NARROW. A. F. Beuspen, 50 The Fairway, 
South Ruislip, Middx. 

SOUTIPORT. G. Nicuotsox, Southport Coliegc. 
Park Road. Southport, L: a 

Drow, 10 Deechwood 


WAKEFIELD. Yorks. Aum 
Avenui shaw Park, Wakefield. 
WALLASEY, Cheshire. I, Darxspaut, 4 Grasmere 
Drive, Wallasey. 
WALSALL. Mrs. K. C Carpenter, 64 Highgate 
Road, Walsall, 
WARRINGTON, Lancs. S.J. Daitey, 195, Chester 


Road, Grappenhall, Warrington. 

WEYDRIDGE, Surrey. A. Burt, 88 Baker Streel, 
Weybrid 

WIDNES, Lancs. D. J. WeoLake, “ Doneval 
Liverpool Road, Hough Green, Widnes. 

YORK. CG. Simpson, 49, Westlands Grove, Elmfietd, 


(c) NOTICES OF MEETINGS 


ALWOODLEY. On November [Sth at & p.m. at the 
‘Church Hall, Alwoodiey, there will be a discussion 
on " Secret Agent of Japan,” opened by H. $. M. 
Hall 


ireland. This Group meets every Sunday a 
p.m. a9 The Crescent, Poristewart. See under 


BERWICK-ON-TWEED and District. On 
‘Thursday, December Ist a1 7 p.m. at the Waterloo 
Hotel, Berwick, there will be a meeting on Rusia. 

BOLTON. Saturday, 19h November is a red letier 

ay. The Manchester Theatre of Action is playing 

"Waiting for Lefty” at the Bolton Lads’ Club. 

Bark Street. But that’s not all! Whilst it" tors the 

bill.” the play, is just part of a Grand Social and 

Dance which has been arranged for members and. 

friends. This social will not be advertised, but 

members con obtain single Uckets (price 1s.) oF 

Supplics from the convener: 

Miss E, Warpurton, Lever Grange, Bradford 


Road, 
‘or from; J. 8, O'Hara, 7 Church Bank, 
Davies, 55 Deane Road, 


or: Mr. 

BOURNEMOUTII. On November 8th at 8 p.m. at 
the Democrat Hall, 45 Poole Hill, Joseph Finn 
will talk on Political Reminiscen: 

On November 22nd, the same time and place, 
E, A. Eames, ill open @ merting on * The Problem 
of Refugees.” 

‘On December 6th, the same time and place, 
Col, H, Dolman, D-S.0,, will open a discussion on 
"The Bartle for Peace. 

BRADFORD. A Left Book Club Centre has been 
opened at 1 Southgate, Thornton Road. Open 
meetings will be held every Sunday. The Centre 
is open on Wednesdoy and Saturday from 7 p.m. 
Membership fee 3d. per week: unemployed Id. 

BURSLEM AND TUNSTALL. On November 25th 
‘at 7.30 al the Town Hall, Burslem, W. Heath wi 
‘open a discussion on ™ Secret Agent of Japan.” 

CHESTER GROUP mets every Thursday at 7.30p.m. 
‘at Unity Centre, 12 Upper Northgate Sucet (to 
Boor). Unity Centre i open to Lelt Book Club 
members on Tuctday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday evenings. All welcome. 

CROYDON FEDERATION. On Sunday, December 
‘Ath at 7.30 at the Repertory Theatre, there will be 

Unemployment, addressed by 9 

“There will also be a 

ing for Lefty” by the 

ickels Is. and 6d. from 
ilcheath Road, Selsdon. 


DOVER. On December 6th at 8 p.m. at the Co- 
‘operative Hall, Maison Dicu Road, there will be 


a_Film Show 


jay, November 26th, 7 p.m. At the 
“Temperance Uvtel, Lint Riges: Mr. Lindsay will 
lead discussion on Czechoslovakia, All welcome. 
SGOW AREA COMMITTEE. Will members 

ishing to enter a " Speakers’ Class” please send 
their nimes to John Nobbs, Sectelary, 35) Eglinton 
Street, Glasgow, C.5. 

Totroductory mecling in the Keir Hardie Institute, 
z gare Suet, at 7.45 on Thursday, November 


GLASGOW, SHAWLANDS. A Dance will be held 
Jeo 8 pam. to 1 a.m. on Friday, November 18th, 
at the Cathcan Labour Hall (opposite Mount 
Florida School). Tickets Is. 6d, including tex. 

There will be Group myetings on November 2ist 
and December 5th at @ p.m. ot Langside Hall. 

‘On November 27th there will be a Film Show in 
Langside Hall. Tickets and particulars from the 
Secretary. Miss B. Craig. 60 Glenapp Street, 
Glasgow, S.1. 


GLASGOW, RIDDRIE. This Group meets every 
‘alternate’ Sunday (November 1th and 27th) at 
3 p.m. at Ruskin Hall, Riddrie. 


GLASGOW, WEST. On November 7th and 21st 
‘af 8 p.m. meetings will be held at the Freedom Club, 
9 Woouside Crescent (near Charing Cross). 


GREENOCK. John Wilton, A.M.LC.E. (who has 
had experience of A.R.P, work and helped to 
evacuate peuple from Madrid) will speak on A.R.P. 
on November 16th a¢ 8 p.m. at the Town Hi 
Tickets at 6d. from P. Canning. c/o Warwicks, 33 
Rue End Strect, Greenock. 


GUILDFORD. A lk by P. J. Qutrim on,“ Why 
Labour Rules ia New Zealand” will be given on 
November 18th at § p.m. in the Co-op, Rooms, 
Haydon Place. 

On December 2nd, same time and place, Charlie 
Gibson will open a discussion on ™ Secret Agent 
of Japan.” 


MIALIFAX. There will be a mecting on Spain on 
November 17th at 7.30 at 12 Back Rhodes Sircet, 
Gibbet Sircel. 

‘On December 4th at $ p.m. at 12 Dack Rhodes 
Street there will be a discussion on“ Comnides 
‘and Citizens. 


GL. 


THE LEFT NEWS FOR NOVEMBER, 1938 


November 27th at 3 p.m. 
‘on Czechoslovakia at the 
Street. 


MANLEY. W. Heath will open a discussian on Sectet 
Agent of Japan” on November t4th, at 730 in 
the Guild Room, Co-op. Hall, Old “Hall Stecet, 
Hanky. 


HAYES, Kent. There will be a discussion on “ Com- 
fades and Citizens" on November 30th at 6 p.m. 
at 34 Baston Road, Hayes Village. 

HEMSWORTH DISTRICT. This Group meets fon- 

ightly on Sundays. On November 20th at 7 p.m. 
in the Clabroom, Brierley, there will be a mecting 
‘on Cacchostovaki 


HULL. There will be a Dance on November 17th, 


econo 
fram the University, is 
to take the class this year. and Professor Roll will 
carry on from this introductory course next season. 
Classes will be held in the W.E.A. room, 64 Prospect 
Street (Peace Centre), every Tuesday evening at 
45 pan, 


HYDE. There will be a public discussion on A.R.P. 
on November 13th at 6.30 in the Hyde Socialist 
Church, Mottram Road, 


ILFORD. This Group meets the Ist and 3rd Monday 
in every month, The first meeting will be held in 
the Town Hall on December Sth, and the subject 
wil be “Czechoslovakia, Keystone of Peace and 
Democracy.” ‘The second meting, which will ake 
place at a member's house, will be announced at this 
public meet 

‘All public meetings are udvertised in Reynolds 
News and the Daily Worker. 


LEAMINGTON SPA. This Group mects alternate 
Mondays. Mecting place and details from F. W. 


India, with © speaker who has just fom 
‘there. 


On December Sth Me. Philip Styles, M.A,, of 
-E-A., will speak on * Interpational 


Open Ai Pi be held on 
riday, Novem od at the 
Forum, 93 Pad m. | Members are 


bere 
ind new membership cards. which official came 
‘Out on Ociober isi, will be issued. bs 
Leals Unity Theatre hus given the one-act play 
A-H-P._ on ten occasions with great success. The 
Unity Theatre is anxious to help Groups and will 
Put On a show for a minimum inclusive fee of Ss, 
which shouig oc increascd iff the joup is able to 
afford ir, 


Literature Sales are organised for Friday evenings 
at the Forum at 7.30. Members of the Club who 
Tealise the importance of this work are urged to 
some atong and offer their services, 
ining Classes are held every Tuesday 
m. at the Forum. 


> Meetings as follows: 

November 14th at 8.15 at 98 Park Street, discus. 
sion on “Secret Agent of Japan,” opened by a 
member of the Group. 

November 21st at 8 p.m. At Leighton Hall, 
Leighton Road, Kentish Town, there will be a public 
meciing with a prominent speaker on “A.R 
Any Progress?“ 

Sunday, November 27th, there will be a Tea and 
Social for new members.” Details from 98 Park 
‘Street, NW _| 

Every F 
Every Suni 
All welcome. 


LONDON, ampstes 


¥—~Topical Discussion, 
Social at Clubrooms, 8 p.m. 


HD. Liem will speak on 
Secret Agent of Japan” on November 14th at 
8.15 at 2, Keats Grove, NAW.3, 


LONDON, Holborn, W.C.1. Will all members please 
forward their names to PAUL RAYMOND, 78 Trinity 
Coun, Gray's Inn Road. W.C.L, ‘This applies to 
existing members of Group. 


LONDON, FALING, W.5.—This Group meets during 
the 2nd and 4th week of every month, at ParkBelds, 
South Ealing. 


LONDON, West Ham, E.7. 2.15 and F.16. Meetings 
will be held on last Mondays of cach month, at 
8 p.m. at 11 Claremont Road, £.7. 


LONDON, Deptford, §.E.8 and 8.E.14. Meetings 
every Friday. 
November 18th at 8 p.m. at 32 New Cross Road 
(5 mins. New Cross Gate), speaker and discussion 
On the * International Situation. ar 
‘November 25th, same time and place, discussion 
on,” Secret Agent of Japan.” ; 
ber 2nd. same time and place. a public 
on Spain. Deiaits in Reynolds News, 
‘Sunday, November 27th. 


Meetings are held every 
fourth Tuesday of the month at 8 p.m. at Progress 
ham. A club-room will 
Court, Well Hall Road, 


LONDON, Norwood and Dulwich, $.£.19, 2t, 27. 
‘Meetings as follows: 

November 16th 
Knights Hill, S.£.27: Film meeti 
“Spanish Earth” and " Jubila 

November 25th at 8 p.m. at Toc H 
Road, S.E.21, an expert speaker wi 
Position in France Forda 


t 8 p.m, at Victoria Hall, 1a 
on A. 


. 5.6 und W.14. There will be a meeting 
‘on™ The Truth about Spain’ 
14th at 8 p.m. at St. J 
Dawes Road and North End. Road) Walham Green, 
Couneiltor Neil Dtack of Fulham, vho has been to 
‘Spain. will be the main 5 alo Fulham 
members of the 1 gad, 

St. John’s School, 


On December 1 . 

there will be a mee Secret Agent of Japan." 
‘The speaker will be announced in the Fulham 
Citizen and local press. 

LONDON, Putney, 
‘of this Group ‘will tal 
Rovember 16th ot 8 p.m. nt 85 Clarendon Drive, 
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LONDON, Streatham and Norbury. There will be 
3 public A.R.P. mecting with a promment speaker 
and local orities on November 18th at 8 p.m. 
at Streatham Co-op. Hall, Greyhound Lane, S.W.16. 

On November 24th there will be a Debate with 
the P.P.U. on™ Cana just peace be achicved without 

2° Information and further details from 
Femthorpe Road, S.W.16. 

LONDON, Balham and Tooting. On November 
24th 8 Balham Labour Party Rooms. 

}2 Balham Park Road, there will be a meet with 

from headquarters on the international 

tion in Europe, 

in December 15th, same time and place. there 
will be a discussion om the December choice. 

LONDON, Edmonton. Mcetings as follows: 

November 20th at 7,30 in the Labour Hall, 372 
Fore Strect. N.9. public mecting with Wal Hanning- 
ton on “ London's Unemployment Problem.’ 

Saturday, November 26th, Unity Theatre Visit. 
Tickets |s, 6d. from Secretary. 

December 8th, Unity Theatre Show in Edmonton 
foun, Hall, N.9. Ali seats cheap—unemployed 
rex. 

December Ith, at 7.30 at Haynes Café. 
Heriford Road, N.9, H. ilhams will speak on 
™ Philosophy of Communism. Bring Levy's book 
and syllabus, 

‘Thursday, December 22nd. Grand Christmas 
Party in Edmonton Trades Hall (provisional place). 
7.30—11.30: refreshments, floor-show. dancing, 
Prizes, cic. Members’ tickets 2s. (all-in), non- 
members 2s. 6d., from W. J. Pullen, 22 Florence 
Road. N.18. 

LONDON, CITY GROUP. Details of meetings can 
be had from the Convener, City Group, co New 
Books, 4 Parton Street, Red Lion Square, W.C.1 

LONDON. ACCOUNTANTS: GROUP. Licut~ 
‘Commander Young will speak on “ The Economic 
Effcet of the Distuption of Czechoslovakia" on 
November 16th at 7 p.m. in The Restaurant, 105 
Cheapside, E.C.4. 

‘On December 7th. same time and place, Mr. E. 
Westby Nunn (Barrister at Law) will speak on 
What's Wrong with the Accountancy Profession?”” 

LONDON HACKNEY TEACHERS* GROUP. This 
Group usually mects on the second Monday of the 
month at 5.30 (tea from 5.0) at 12 Southwold Road, 
Clapton. €:5 (near Clapton Station, LN-E-R.)- 

ie Gs Lat 12th mber. on“ Chrisumas in 
t : 


“Acrial Warfare.” FLW. 


" The Struggle against War." 
CENTRAL LONDON YOUTH GROUP. On Nov- 
‘th at 7.30 al New Books, 4 Parton Street, 
re will be a discussion on " Secret Agent 


CENTRAL LONDON AND SPECIALIST. Unity 
‘Theatre Night: On Friday, November 25th. there 
will be 0 concentration of Ceniral London and 
SI Group partics to Unity Theatre. Gi 
ton Street. N, 8.30 to see “Babes in 


MIDDLESDROUGII. 


NORTH SOMERSET. Mcclings as follows. 


OLDHAM. 


ORPINGTON. Meetings as follows: 


PAISLEY. The reorganisat 


Wood," a new pantomine production. Stage 
and green-room party aflerwards, Group members 
apply loconveners, others to Central Area Secretary, 
14 Henriewa Street, W.C.2. 


Secret Agent of Japar 
the Burlington Café. Oxford Road. 

Club premises at 1 Princes 
Road (nr. Gaumont) are open every evening. 
General_and Book arelings—Tucsdays, “Theatre 
Guild—Thursdays. Language Group—Wednesdays. 


NEATII. This Group mects on the last Monday in 


‘cach month at 7 p.m. at the Anchor Café, Queen 
‘Street, Neath. 


NEWCASTLE. Stoffa, W. Heath will open a mecting 


‘on™ Secret Agent of Japan” on November 18th at 
7.30 at the Co-op. Guild Room, High Street. 


NEWCASTLE. West. Meetings arc held every second 


Tuesday. On November 15th at 7.10 at 73 West- 
holme Gardens, Condercum Park Estate, Newcastle 
& there will be a discussion on “The Bate for 
Peace.” 

‘On November 25th, same time and place, « 
discussion on “ Secret Agent of Japan.” 


Sunday. November 13th at 3 p.m. at 
Kiogwell. Timsbury, on Secret Agent 


same time and place, on the 


December 11th, same time and place, the Annual 

General Meeting. Further information from H. W. 
Holford, 34 Vandyek Avenuc. Keynsham. 
A Chinese student from Mancheser 
University will speak on™ Secret Agent of Japan” 
‘an November 2ist at 7.45 at Whitchead’s Café, 
Market Place. 


November 16th at 8 p.m. at Orpington Café, 
High Sitcet, the Rev. A. G. Castleton (for many 
years resident in Ching) will speak on “Japan's 
Aims in China.” : 

‘November 30th, same time and place. Mrs. E 
Borders of West Wik will speak on“ The Law 
and the Building Societics. 2 

December 14th, same time and place, Sinclair 
Loutit (Labour Candidate for Holborn) will speak 
‘on ™ Fascism over Spain,” 
mn meeting of this Group 
will take place on November 22nd at 7.30 at the 
Bakers’ Rooms. George Place. 


ROMFORD and HORNCHURCH. There will be 


discussions on November 161h and 30th at 8 p.m, 
‘at the Mctropolilan Academy of Music, Room 4, 
35 Eastern Road, Romford. 


SOUTH SILIELDS. This Group has obtained premises 


which have been opened under the name of Unity 
‘Club at 113 King Street, South Shields. The regular 
activities of the Club are as foltows 


7" P. 
Friday,7.30._ Publicity and propaganda activitic, 
Saturday, 7.30. Social evening. 

Tuesday evening meetings: 

November | 5th. Secret Ageat of Japan.” 
November 2nd. Unemployment. 
November 29th. Czechoslovakia. 
December 6th, | Working Class Education. 
Further information about Club activities can be 
be on H, Fosuson, 113 Sunderland Raad, S. 
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STAFPORD. The weekly Friday mectings will be 
discontinued in favour of large mectings once a 
month. Notices in the Newsletter and by circular. 
Anyone interested in drama please communicate 
with R. A. Cowling, “ Ystrad,” Brocton, Stafford. 

STANLEY. A meeting on “ German Capitalism ™ will 
be held on November 7th at 7.15 at Ghyllhead, 
Clough Dene, ar. Stanley 

STOCKPORT. There will be a mecting on Czccho- 
slovakia on’ November 25th at 7.45 at Unity Hall, 
Greek Street. 

STOKE. Mr. W. J. Owen (Burskem Education Secre+ 
tary, also A.R.P. Officer), will speak on A.R.P. on 


Saturday, November 191h at 7.45 at Penkhull Co-op- 
Guild Room, ‘op of Ju Road. Stoke (quite 
near centre of Stoke). 


‘On December 2nd, from 8 p.m. until 12. at Lé 
Arcade Ballroom, Hanley, there will be a 
Dance and Theatre Guild Performance (“Wai 


¢ On Trent area (see under (a) ) 
and from Anne Swingler, 19 Sidmouth Avenuc, 
Newaastle. 

STOURBRIDGE. Mr. J. H. Deame will open a dis- 
cussion on “'A People’s History of England” on 
November 20th at 8 pm. at Stourbridge Labour 

ub. 

TAUNTON. On November 2ist at 8 p.m. at Paul's 
Mecting House. Poul Suet, there will be a dis- 
cussion on ™ Secret Agent of Japan.” 

URMSTON and FLIXTON. Mectings are held on 
the 2nd and ath Thursdays in the month. at @ p.m. 

at” Hi .* 99 Glixton Road, Urmston. 
November 24th. Trade Unionism. 
December th. |“ Comrades and Citizens.” 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY. This Group meets on 
the first Sunday in the month. Particulars from 
Hugh Leakey, 34 Coneydate, Weluyn Garden City. 


WIGAN. On November 14th at the Co-op. Hall, 
Dorning Street. the monthly Film Show will take 
place, with “* Road to Life ” and a Silly Symphony, 
Admission 6¢. Tickets from: 

Labour Clubs 
Ramsden, Makinson Arcade. 
Wilding & Sons, Wallgate 

. E85 Darlington § 

. Lowe. HT Thompson 

and at the door. 

‘On December Sth at 7.30 at the Central Labour 
Club. Powell Sttect. there wilh he a reading of 
ary poems by Fred Kay 
y 16th. 1919, Mr. Gordon Macdonald, 
cc, will address the monthly meeting, 


cel 
rect. Whelley East, 


Full part 
WEST WICKI 
~ Secret Age Mt 

B p.m. at 2Sa High Street. 
WOKING. Mectings as fallous: 

November I4th, at 8 p.m. at the Girl Guide 
Headquarters, Wation Road, a speaker from the 
Union of Democratic Control will open a discussion 
fon" Secret Agent of Japan, 

November 27th at & p.m. in the Labour Mall, 
Clarence Avenue, Paul Lister will speak on Czecho- 
slovakia, | (Public Meeting.) 

November 28th at § p.m. in the Girl Guide Head- 
quarters, Mr. 11. Chubb (B.Sc, Econ.) will speak on 
“ Constitutional Socialism in England. 

December | 2th at 8 p.m. in the Girl Guide Mead- 
quorters, Roy Bragg (international Brigader) will 
speak on” The international Brigade.” 

WOLSTANTON, On Thursday, December Ist at 7,30, 
at St. Andrew's Hal, Porthil, W, Heath, wall open 
a discussion on "Secret Agent of Japan.” 

WREXIAM. On Monday, November 21st at_ 7,30 
Hywel Williams will speak on Soviet Democracy, 
Place to be announced later by circular. 


ill be a discussion on 
‘an November 15th at 


(d) NOTICES OF RALLIES, WEEK-END SCHOOLS, ETC. 


OFFICIAL RALLIES 


1. GENERAL SERIES 
Southend, Kursaal, 8.0, Speakers: Sit 
M.P., Rev. A. D. 


Stafford Sirs, 
Belden, D.D. jor Gollancz. (Tickets 
from H. Cumming. 60 Beech Avenuc, 


Leigh, Essex.) 


Southampton, Central Hall, 7.30. Speakers: 
Wilfrid Roberts, M.P., Marjorie Pollitt, 
Vietor Gollancz. (Tickets from A, Jenkins 
@ Stafford Road, Southampton.) 


Chatham, Town Hal 
Harry Polliu, Vis 
from the People’s Book: 


‘Nov. 15th, 


Nov. 18th, 


Nov. 25th. 


‘Nov, 29th. Sydenham, Large Park Hall. Sydenham 
8.0. Speakers: Richard Aclind. 
bs ee teen 
pes teens 

43 Bellingham Road, S.E.6.) 


Dec. 2nd. Paddington, Baths Hall, 8.0. Sprakers: 


Profesor J. B.S. ‘Haldane, Victor 
Gollancz. (Tickets from 43 ‘Sutherland 
‘Avenue, W.9.) 


Bolion, Spinners’ Hall, 9.30. Speakers: 
Richard Acland, M.P.,. Victor Gollanez, 
Wal Hannington. (Tickets from Miss 
Warturion, Lever Grange, Bradford 
Road. Great Lever.) 

Leeds, City Hall, 7.30, Speakers: Dean of 
Camerbury. G. R. Strauss, M.P.. Victor 
Gollancz. (Tickets Irom L.B.C. Forum, 
93 Park Lane.) 

Walthamstow. Leyton Baths, 7.30. Speak> 

Sir Stafford Cripps. Tie, 

Victor Gollancz. {Tickets from Sankey 
Jacobi. 25 Albert Roud. E.17.) 

Leicester. De Montfort Hall, 7.30. Speakers: 
Ellen Wilkinson, M.P.. Dr. Maude Roy: 
den. Victor Gollancz. (Tickets from A. P. 
Shortreed, Homestead, Narrow Lane, 
Aylestone.) 

Rotherham, Empire Cinema, 
ers: Ancurin Bevan, M. ior Gol 
lancz, Prof. H. Levy. (Tickets from R, 
Macintosh, 115 Gilberthorpe Street.) 

Guildford. Borough Hall, 8.0. Speakers: 
G. R. Strauss, M.P.. Victor Gollancz. 
CTickets from WK. Burgess, 4 Alenandra 
Terrace. High Street, Guildford.) 


2 WEST OF ENGLAND GERIES 


Nov. 20th. Brynmawr. Market Hall, Speakers: Lu- 
‘om, Edgar Young, J. Bertram, Chair- 
man—Councitlor Jackson. (Tickets, from 

‘W. Dowding, Hafody Bryn. 


Dec. 3rd. 


Dee. 4th. 


Dec. 10th. 


Dec. 11th. Speak- 


Dee. 16th. 
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Nov. 24th. Taunton. Speakers: Canon Narborough. 
Lt-Col. Delahaye. Ham Djiang Liem. 
(Tickets from A, C. Thomson. 26 
Fullands Road, Taunton.» 

Swansea, Welfare Hall, Fforestfach, 7.30. 
‘Speakers: Isobel Trown, Rev. D. R. 
Davies, M.A.. Prof. Farrington. (Tickets 
from A. E. Trick. 69 Glanbrydan Ave... 
Uplands, Swanold.) 

‘Wrexham, St. Mary's Institute, 7.0. 

R. Richards. MP... Ancurin 

M.P.. Edward Jones (N. Wales 
Miners’ Agent). (Tickers. H. Williams, 10 
Ffordd Estyn, Garden Village, Wrexham.) 

Bangor. St. Mary's Church Hall, Speakers: 
Dean of Chichester, T. R. Nicholas, 
$. Herbert, M.A. "(Tickets from G. 
Williams 26 Edmund Street, angor.) 


Nov. 27th 


Nov, 30th. 


Nov. 30th. 


Dee. 4th, 


Dee, th. Stroud, Tucks Hal, 7.30, Speakers: Fred 
‘Copeman, A. D. Relden, D.D. 
Cheieman: “Ph ins Hopkins. (Tickets 
from N. Gay, Graystone Lodge, Bath 


Road, Stroud.) 


Dec. 1th. Newport, Little Theatre. akers: W. 
Hannington, Isobel Brown, | Wurrid 
Roberts, M. ets from Gi. Metsuite, 
Windspoint, Cleveden Road. Newport.) 


EDINDURGHL. On Mond. 
.m, at Oddfellows’ Hall: Forzest Road, there 
a Great Public Mecting addressed by Professor 

Levy on ARP. 


BIRMINGHAM. 
Nov, 20th. 
7st. 


Propoxed day school and film show. 
P ticulars from S. Mardell, 
dsworth, Biemingham, 


3. BCOTTIGH BERIES 


Nov. 26th. Aberdeen. Speakers: Prof. H. Levy. John 
Gollan. (Tickets from J. Low, 107 
Gilenbervie Road. Aberdeen.) 

Nov. 27th, Dunder, Caird Hall, 7.30. Speakers: 
Vrof. 1 Levy. John Golland. (Tickets 
from W. Lumsden, 35 Alpin Terrace, 
Dundee, 


Some further 20 or 30 rallies in Scotland are being 
arranged. 


(e) AREA SECRETARIES 


BIRMINGHAM. Joint FederationSec.,S. V. BARBELL, 
17 St. Michael's Hill, Handsworth. 

NOTTINGHAM. R. E.StapLeTox, Nottingham L.B C. 
Centre, 20 Regent Street, Nottingham. 


SOUTII WEST LONDON. 
Bickley Streel, S.W.17. 


STOKE-ON-TRENT. W. Hea, 21 Clare Avenue, 
‘Wolstanton, Stoke-on-Trent. 


Mrs, V. Moytanp, 60 


NEWS FROM LAWRENCE & WISHART 


(For the method of obtaining Lawrence & Wishart'’s books at the 
special Left Book Club prices, see page 1031.) 


(HIS. month sees the publication, on, Novernber 
ath, of the first edition in English of one of 
the earliest fundamental works of Marx and 

Engels, The German Ideology (Parts and I). I has 

been edited by Roy Pascal, who writes in his Intro- 

duction: “German Ideology is their first and most 
comprehensive statement of historical materialism. 

« ILis the first systematic account of their view 
of the rel mship between the economic, political 
and intellectual activities of man—he first full state- 
ment of Maraism.” As such. it is an essential book 
for every student of sciemitic socialism. The price 


to the general public is 8s, 6d. and to L.B.C. 
members, 5s. Bd. 

‘The October issu of Modern Quarterly is regarded 
‘as the most stimulating issue so far. It contains, 
among other things, an article by Engels. published 
for the first time in English, on The General Nature 
of Diulecties as Science, an article by John Strachey 
‘on Mr. J. M. Keynes and the Falling Rate of Profit, 
‘one on Sorier Electrification by Hugh P. Vowles and 
Professor Levy on A Chapter in Modern Scientific 
History. This issuc also contains articles by Lancelot 
Hogben, J.B. S. Haldane, Clement Durt and others. 


VOUCHERS FOR “THE WHITE GUARD” 


JHE management of the Phoenix Theatre have 
J generously offered reductions in the price of 
Seats to L.B.C. members as was done for 
“Judgment Day" two summers ago. The reductions 
are as follows: 
Stalls \2s. 6d. for Qs. 6d.. As. 6d. for 6s. 


Circle 10s. Gd. for 7s. 6d., 7s. 6d. for 4s. 9d., 
Gs. for 3s. 6d. 


(There are also very comfortable 2s. unreserved 


seats in the Upper Circle for which there is no 
reduction.) 

These reductions in prices can only be obtained 
‘on production of a voucher. Applications for these 
vouchers should be made to the Left Book Club 
Theatre Guild, Excel House, Whitcomb Street, 
London, W.C.2. 

The English production of this ataptation of a 
ag play is of a standard rarely seen in the West 
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LEFT BOOK CLUB THEATRE GUILD 
John Allen’s Report 


Y notes this month will be confined to a 
report of recent activities of the Guilds. 
New Guilds have been formed, or are 
being formed. at Newport (Monmouthshire), Acton, 
Tottenham (our speakers have been present at 
meetings of both these Groups). Hendon, Stockton- 
on-Tees (Labour League of Youth), Durham City, 
Falmouth, Doncaster, Norwich. Barmstey, Hems- 
worth, Southampton, and the Medway towns. 

Great activity of a general character has been 
reported from Cambridge, Birmingham, Harrow 
(Uhre one-act plays in rehearsal), Nottingham 
(Professor Mamlock” in rehearsal), Sudbury (ce- 
hearsing “The Dying Hero” and a choir), Dublin 
(rehearsing “Till the Day I Dic"), and Leicester 
successful performance of “On Guard for 
1 the opening of their new premises. 
Eltham arranged a highly successful “Mock Trial” 
for the local Labour Party, the accusation being: 
“That Chamberlain is a Fascist.” 

Bristol have arranged an extremely lively varicty 
Programme which they are pecforming widely. For 
\echnical reasons the material cannot be made avail- 
‘able to other Groups. They also have “Bury the 
Dead” in rehearsal. 

Sheffield are rehearsing “Waiting for Lefty” and 
“Clogs,” a mining play by a local author. 

Merseyside have been very active with full length 
performances, They are considering production of 
the Townley Shepherd's Play (1450) as a curtain- 
raiser to “Bury the Dead.” 

Glasgow have been performing “Where's that 
Bomb?" "Till the Day | Die,” and “Rehearsal. 
‘They have a regular class in voice production, their 
own L.B.C. agency, and are writing a Living News- 
Paper on U.A.B. 

The London Area Committee has formed a 
central booking agency to stimulate and regularise 
performances throughout London and the Home 
Counties. 

A South Wales Conference was held at Cardiff on 
October 9h. This was well attended and the basis 
was laid for a big development of the work in this 
part of the country, 

Aberdeen has formed a Theatre Group and have 
sto for their first performance Galsworthy’s 
“Strife. 

Wolverhampton are producing “Judgment Day,” 
in November. 

Rugby gave their performance of “Till the Day I 
mid-October. 
inburgh are preseming 
“Senora Carrar’s Rifles” and 
November 13th. 

North Paddington presented 
Bomb ?", on October 20th. 

Maidstone have been performing “Rehearsal” on 
'@ number of occasions. 


Die, 


“Private Hicks.” 
T Can't Sleep,” on 


“Where's that 


A successful Conference of Northumberland and 
Durham Groups was held on October 19th, at 
Newcastle, The attendance was large and the dis- 
cussion lively. Proceedings were opened by a long 
and comprehensive accoum of the Stanislavsky 
method of acting by W. G. Farrell. This recognition 
of the need for technical development was admirable. 
More than anything the movement requires the 
support of those who can make the theatre work their 
chief political and spare time occupation. 

‘We apologise for any scrious omissions there may 
be in this report. Some Ciroups, however, are not as 
informative as others about their activities. and this 
certainly applies by no micans only to the less active 
ones. 

‘On Sunday, October 23rd, a National Committee 
mecting was held. The resolutions and recommenda- 
tions of this meeting will becircularised in due course. 


THE *« MOSCOW NEWS”, 
“Dear Mr. Gollancz, 

“1 should be very glad if you would please insert 
a note in your next issue of the Left News to the 
effect that Meshdunarodnaya Kniga, Kuznewky 
Most 18, Moscow, will supply to your members the 
following Soviet publications at 25 per cent, reduc+ 
tion on the existing rates: 

“Moscow News,” 

“Sovietland,” 

“International Literature, 

“U.S.S.R. in Construction.” 
For example. the rates for “Moscow News" will be 
at 6s. per annum instead of &s. to the ordinary 
Public, and so on. 

“Please state also that Mesh/Knigais nowaccepi- 
ing orders for 1939, and that subscriptions can be 
placed at any of the brinches of W. H. Smith & Son, 
Ld. throughout the United Kingdom, or at Coller's 
Bookshops, 66 Charing Cross Road, London, or 
their branches in Cardiff, Manchester and Glasgow, 

“Thanking you in advance for your kind anention 
to our request, 

Yours faithfully, 
Taave DELEGATION OF THE U.S.S.R. IN 
THe Unrrep KINGDOM.” 


ETC. 


CHINESE EXHIBITION 


‘An exhibition will be held, from November 29th 
to January 14th, at the Cooling Galteries. 92 New 
Bond Street, London, W.1, of remarkable pai 
and drawings by Plato X. Chan who is only eight 
years old—this being the work which he has done 
since he was three, The proceeds will go to the 
International Peace Hospital in China. The exhibi- 
tion will be open from 10 a.m. 1 6 p.m. (exclud 
Sundays), and the price of admission will be 1s. 
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'Y notes this month will be confined to a 
report of recent activities of the Guilds. 
New Guilds have been formed. or are 
being formed, at Newport (Monmouthshire), Acton, 
Tottenham (our speakers have been present at 
meetings of both these Groups). Hendon, Stockton- 
on-Tees (Labour League of Youth), Durham City, 
Falmouth, Doncaster, Norwich. Bamstey, Hems- 
worth, Southampton, and the Medway towns. 

Great activity of a general character has been 
reported from Cambridge, Birmingham, Harrow 
(Uvee one-act plays in rehearsal), Nottingham 
("Professor Mamlock” in rehearsal), Sudbury (re- 
hearsing “The Dying Hero™ and a choir), Dublin 
(rehearsing “Till the Day I Dic"): and Leicester 
Bave a successful performance of “On Guard for 
Spain," at the opening of their new premises. 

Eltham arranged a highly successful “Mock Trial” 
for the local Labour Party, the accusation being: 
“That Chamberlain is a Fascist." 

Bristol have arranged an ¢atremely lively varicty 
Programme which they are performing widely. For 
(echnical reasons the material cannot be made avail- 
able to other Groups. They also have “Bury the 
Dead” in rehearsal. 

Sheffield are rehearsing “Waiting for Lefty* and 
“Clo mining play by a local author. 

Merseyside have been very active with full length 
performances, They are considcring production of 
the Townley ‘Shepherd's Play (1450) as a curtain- 
raiser to “Bury the Dead.” 

Glasgow have been performing “Where's that 

Bomb?” “Till the Day | Die,” and “Rehearsal.” 
‘They have a regular class in voice production, their 
own L.B.C. agency, and are writing a Living News- 
paper on U.A.B. 

The London Area Committee has formed a 
central booking agency to stimulate and regularise 
performances throughout London and the Home 
Counties. 

‘A South Wales Conference was held at Cardiff on 
October 9h. This was well attended and the basis 
was laid for a big development of the work in this 
art of the country, 

Aberdeen has formed a Theatre Group and have 
ern for their first performance Galsworthy's 
“Strife.” 

Wolverhampton are producing “Judgment Day,” 
in November. 

Rugby gave their performance of “Till the Day I 


“Private Hicks,” 
T Can't Sleep,” on 


Edinburgh are _ presenting 
“Senora Carrar’s Rifles” and 
November 13th. 

Nomh Paddington presented 
Bomb ?". on October 20th. 

Maidstone have been performing “Rchearsal” on 
@ number of occasions. 


“Where's that 


A successful Conference of Northumbertand and 
Durham Groups was held on October (9th, at 
Newcastle, The attendance was large and the dis- 
cussion lively. Proceedings were opened by a long, 
and comprehensive accoum of the Stanislavsky 
method of acting by W. G. Farretl. This recognition 
of the need for technical development was admirable, 
More than anything the movement requires the 
support of those who can make the theatre work their 
chief political and spare time occupation. 

‘We apologise for any scrious omtissions there may 
be in this report, Some Groups, however, are not as 
informative as others about their activities. and this 
certainty applies by no means only to the less active 
‘ones. 

‘On Sunday, October 23rd, a National Committe 
meeting was held. The resolutions and recommenda- 
tions of this meeting will be vircularised in due course. 


THE *“ MOSCOW NEWS”, 
“Dear Mr. Gollancz, 

“I should be very glad if you would please insert 
& note in your next issuc of the Left News to the 
effect that Meshdunarodnaya Kniga. Kuznetsky 
Most 18, Moscow, will supply to your members the 
following Soviet publications at 25 per cent. reduce 
tion on the existing rates: 

“Moscow News,” 

“Sovietland,” 

“International Literature, 

“U.S.S.R. in Construction.” 
For example, the rates for “Moscow News" will be 
at 6s. per annwm instead of 8s. to the ordinary 
public, and so on. 

“Please state also that Mesh /Knigais nowaccepi- 
ing orders for 1939, and that subscriptions can be 
placedat any of the brinches of W. H. Smith & Son, 
Lid. throughout the United Kingdom, or at Coller’s 
Hookshops, 66 Charing Cross Road, London, or 
their branches in Cardiff, Manchester and Glasgow, 

“Thanking you in advance for your kind anention 
to our request, 

Yours faithfully, 
Trave DELEGATION OF THE U.S.S.R. IN 
te Untrep KINGDOM.” 


ETC. 


CHINESE EXHIBITION 


An exhibition will be held. from November 29th 
to January 14th, at the Cooling Galleries. 92 New 


and drawings by Plato X. Chan who is only cight 
years old—this being the work which he has done 
since he was three, The proceeds will go to the 
International Peace Hospital in China. The exhibi- 


tion will be open from 10 a.m. 1 6 p.m, (exclud 
Sundays), and the price of admission will be Is. 
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